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Linemen were key to great 
long drives by Bears Saturday 


The Bears’ offensive showing against the 
Raiders Saturday, and the three long drives 
the offense put together to start the game, 
are really a credit to the way the linemen 
played. 


DOUG BUFFONE oa 


It’s all very simple — as the offensive line 
goes, so go the Bears. The linemen ripped 
holes for the running backs, allowed no 
sacks and didn’t have any of the costly 
penalties that haunted them in recent 
games. 

| played defense in the NFL, and we talked 
about how tough 80-yard drives were for an 
offense to put together. Either interceptions, 
penalties or some other type of turnover 
usually will sooner or later cost an offense 
on that long of a drive. 

For the Bear offense to put three long 
drives like that together is remarkable. It just 
shows that when you're concentrating and 
not making mistakes you can be real 
productive. 


The Bear passing game really clicked and 
made use of everyone. When an offense 
does that, the defense can’t pinpoint where 
the offense is going, which makes it tough. 

And I'll tell you one thing about the play 
of Wendell Davis — a good quarterback can 
become great when his receivers make great 
catches. And that’s just what Davis did 
Saturday. The Bear quarterbacks played 
very well, but Davis allowed them to have a 
great day by making fantastic catches in the 
end zone. 

| like to see receivers go for the ball like 

that, and when a young receiver like Davis 


is able to do that, it’s a good sign. 

As for the defense, the first string really 
only gave up one touchdown. But overall, it 
has to improve its pass rush. It’s easy to say 
that rookie cornerback Donnell Woolford had 
a tough game, but | thought he was right 
there most of the game. 

You can’t hang your head when a guy like 
Willie Gault beats you deep. He’s going to 
do that to the best cornerbacks in the league. 
What hurt Woolford a little bit was the lack 
of a pass rush. When a quarterback has time 
to throw, it’s hard to stick with a receiver for 
that long of atime, especially a Willie Gault. 


tJ 
Doug’s Picks 


Bears by three over Bengals 
Chicago good on opening day 
Saints by 6 over Cowboys 
Dallas not a miracle team this year 
Rams by 5 over Falcons 


Atlanta has long way to go 

Lions by 3 over Cardinals 

| like what Fontes is doing 

49ers by 2 over Colts 

A tough opener for San Francisco 
Packers by 10 over Buccaneers 
Green Bay is more improved 
Steelers by 3 over Browns 
Cleveland on the way down 


DRAW PLAY by Dick kulpa 


YOU'VE BEEN 
GREAT OFFENSIVE 
COORDINATOR ,ED 
--. HATE TO SEE 

You GO/ 


THE LAST 
OF ED 
HUGHES? 


S, COACH | ... MY WHOLE LIFE 
GUESS | ‘HAS BEEN TIEDTO 
ITS TIME TO | FOOTBALL, BUT 
MOVE ON/ NOW...I'D LIKE 


To TAKE SOME 
TIME OFF... 


Jets by 5 over Patriots 

New England hasn't improved that much 
Oilers by 5 over Vikings 

Housion is used to indoors 

Bills by 3 over Dolphins 

Miami has no defense 

Eagles by 3 over Seahawks 
Philadelphia looks tough this year 
Chiefs by 3 over Broncos 
Schottenheimer will turn around K.C. 
Chargers by 3 over Raiders 

Los Angeles still struggling 
Redskins by 6 over Giants 

A good way to open up Monday night 


y ove GOODBYE 
GUYS/ 


Team 
looks 


to be on 
schedule 


(Taken from Mike Ditka’s press confer- 
ences last week.) 


Q: Is the team on schedule for the open- 
ing game of the regular season? 

A: | hope so. You never really know for 
sure. | think so. | think we are. The main 
thing right now is physically we’re not too 
bad. We're in pretty good shape. If we can 
stay that way and keep our tackles healthy 
and not get anybody hurt this week that 
would be another fine thing to come out of 
the game. 

Q: Looking at the overall season, you 
say ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ What is it going 
to take? 

A: It’s going to take good defense. It’s go- 
ing to take smart special teams. It's going 
to take an offense that doesn’t beat itself. 
Those are the three main things right now. 

Therefore we have to be in the same areas 
we were last year. We have to be able to run 
the ball effectively, we have to give Neal (An- 
derson) room to break some, and we have 
to be able to get the passes off. When we 
have to go deep, we have to have time to 
go deep. That’s what it’s going to take. 

But other than that, we have to get back 
in the rhythm of passing the ball and the 
possession-type passes and not trying to 
take anything that they don’t give us. Take 
what they give us. That means a lot. That 
means the receivers have to get off the ball 
when they’re (blitzing). That means the line 
has to protect. The quarterback has to put 
the ball on the money. Those are the things 
it’s going to take. 

We have to play good defense. The first 
week we're going up against a good running 
team. We have to be ready for that. 

Q: Some players, when they leave 
Chicago, always seem to have Some 
anger directed toward you. Does that get 
old after a while? 

A: | think in life you consider the source 
of everything that happens. | tell you what 
lll do. I'll put my record up against any- 


y 


To get the passing game going this season Mike Dit- 
ka wants to see his receivers, like Ron Morris, get off 


body’s comments. I’ve been in the game 
now for 29 years, and if | don't know what 
the game's all about — I’ve seen guys come 
and go, I’ve seen the big mouths, I’ve seen 
the crybabies, I’ve seen the complainers, 
I've seen the guys who don’t want to pay the 
price, and they usually end up on the out- 
side looking in. But the guys who are willing 
to pay the’price and work for me, I’ve never 
had any problems with. 

Records speak, the other stuff is just bull. 

Q: How much stock will you put into the 
Raiders’ game when it comes time to 
make the final cuts? 

A; It’s not going to make the whole differ- 
ence. If somebody really shows outstanding 
and somebody else who's competing at the 
same position doesn’t show outstanding, 
then | would say it would weigh a lot against 
one individual and for another individual. But 
we have a pretty good idea, but we don’t 
have it set in cement yet. So we just have 
to wait and see what happens. 

Q: How does a guy like Mark Green sit 
before the game? 

A: I'll tell you more about that on Monday. 
He sits pretty good but it depends. There’s 
a lot of guys that sit pretty good. Taylor sits 
pretty good, too. Some of those fullbacks sit 
pretty good, too. So it’s just a matter of mak- 
ing the decision. 

That will be a tough decision. The backs 
will be a tough decision. There’s no ques- 
tion about it. There’s other ones, too — the 
defensive line, linebacker, secondary. 
There’s a lot of tough decisions, but we have 
to make them. That’s why we're here. 

Q: Do you approach the final preseason 
game any different than the first three? 

A: Not really. We’re going to play what we 
put in (the game plan) and work on that. Our 
job is to be ready for the Cincinnati ballclub 
when they come in here next week. And 
we’re not going to do anything to disrupt that. 


We're going to go out there and play them 
and try to win the football game, which we 
always try to do. 

But we realize the more important things 
are ahead of us. So it’s not so much this 
game. The last game you like to get at a 
good tempo. You like to go into the season 
on a good note and with everybody playing 
hard and producing out there. 

Sometimes when you make a lot of 
changes you get out-manned at certain po- 
sitions. So |’m not too worried about it. | just 
want us to go out there and play smart 
football. 

And when | say smart football | don’t want 
the ball turned over, | don’t want the penal- 
ties, | don’t want the things that hurt us last 
week to be a factor this week. If we can avoid 
those things then | think I'd be very happy 
because | think we'd do all right. 


Q: Is it more of a dress rehearsal when 
you’re looking for consistency than try- 
ing different things? 

A: Well, you always try to win. That’s fool- 
ish to say you don’t try to win. But | think the 
consistency thing, doing things the right way, 
our way, the Bear way, start making the right 
decisions out there with the quarterback — 
let’s not make the silly mistakes. Let's not 
leave the ball on the ground. Let’s not throw 
the interceptions. If we can stay away from 
that, I’d be happy. 

Also, everytime we go forward | don’t want 
to go backward with a penalty. 

Q: Did the players get the message this 
week about how things stand? 

A: Those that have ears, let them hear. 
Those that don’t, they have problems. But 
| think they understand me. My only interest 
is to make this football team the best team 
it can be. If I’m going to be lackadaisical 
about it and not be concerned about the 
things that are wrong, then there’s no rea- 
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the ball quick to help out the quarterback on blitzes. 
(Bear Report photo by David Garot) 


son for them to be concerned, either. They 
have to know that it’s important, that | think 
it’s important, and that the coaching staff 
thinks it’s important to do the things the right 
way. They're all paid well. Do things right. 


G0 PAGES OF FOOTBALL 
CROSSWORD 
PUZZLES 
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PUZZLES 


NFC Sports Crossword Puzzles 


AFC Sports Crossword Puzzles 


/ am enclosing $5.00 per copy plus 
| $1.00 shipping and handling for each copy 
| Personal checks or money orders only please. 
| Make payable to Sports Crosswords. 


Please charge to my American Eapress 
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5) a a Se ees 
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Final tuneup has Bears set 
Offense shows its potential in 41-38 win over Raiders 


a A” 


Wendell Davis gets ready to haul in one of his three touchdown catches against 
the Raiders Saturday. This one came over former Bear Mike Richardson. (Bear 
Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


SEXY HONEYBEAR PINUP 
Beautiful Model/Actress Beth Webster 
in this gorgeous Chicago Honey Bear 

Bikini Pinup. She dares to be Bear! 


NFL FILMS PRESENTS 
1987 Bears Team Highlights 


VHS FORMAT 519.95 
Send Check or Money Order To: 


SPORTS TOGO 


2408 KENMORE. SCHAUMBURG. IL 60193 


SEND $3.99 TO: PINUP 
3 GOLF CENTER, SUITE 143 
HOFFMAN ESTATES. IL 60195 


By Michael Poizin 
Managing Editor 


LOS ANGELES — The Bears got out of 
the L.A. Coliseum with a 41-38 win over the 
Raiders Saturday with their offense in full 
gear in the final tuneup for the regular 
season. 

As for the defense giving up 38 points, 
well, the Bears would just as soon forget 
about that. 

It’s been the offense that’s struggled the 
last two weeks for the Bears, and a strong 
showing by the guys with the ball did much 
more to help the Bears get set for the regu- 
lar season than the defense hurt them. 

Strong showings by quarterbacks Mike 
Tomcezak and Jim Harbaugh, wide receiver 
Wendell Davis and the offensive line were 
what Mike Ditka will take out of this game. 

Davis was especially impressive, catching 
three touchdown passes, including the 
game-winner, and four passes overall for 79 
yards in his finest performance as a Bear. 
Too bad it won’t go in the record books. 

“| think it’s what we’ve always known,” 
Ditka said. “But when you’re not getting the 
ball to him that much and you don’t get him 
on the field but every other series, some of 
those things you don’t see.” 

What made Davis’ performance even 
more impressive was that he caught two of 
his touchdown passes while getting inter- 
fered with. ‘His concentration, that's what 
I'm glad to see,” Ditka said. “‘l think this is 
going to be great for his morale, too. It cer- 
tainly gives him a big boost.” 

Tomezak showed:he’s ready for the regu- 
lar season as he completed 13-of-18 pass- 
es for 164 yards and one touchdown. At one 
point, he completed 11 passes in a row. 

Harbaugh, meanwhile, brought the Bears 
back when they were behind twice in the se- 
cond half while playing with the second 
string. He completed 10-of-13 passes for 186 
yards and three touchdowns. 

“| thought the quarterbacks threw the ball, 
in most cases, about as weil as you can 
throw it,” Ditka said. 

The consistency the Bears will need for 
the regular season showed in their initial 
drive of the game. The Bears took the open- 
ing kickoff and marched 87 yards in 15 plays, 
taking 8:05 off the clock in the process, and 
scoring on Neal Anderson’s five-yard run for 
an early 7-0 lead. 

There were no penalties on the drive, and 
the Bears were 4-of-4 on third-down conver- 
sions. Tomcezak completed 4-of-4 passes to 
four different receivers on the drive for 57 
yards. 

The Bear offense kept up the consisten- 
cy after getting the ball back for their second 
possession when Shaun Gayle intercepted 
a Jay Schroeder pass intended for Willie 
Gault at the Bear six-yard line and returned 
it to the 13. 

Anderson converted a 3rd-and-1 at the 
Bear 22, then Tomezak hit Dennis Geniry for 
18 yards and Cap Boso for seven. 

The Bears then gave the ball back to An- 
derson, who rushed 35 yards to the Raider 
15 on the final play of the first quarter. A 
three-yard rush by Brad Muster and an 
11-yard pass to Muster put the ball at the 
one-yard line, from where Anderson dived 
into the end zone for the score. 

Rookie Jerry Fontenot snapped the extra 
point high with Kevin Butler never getting off 
the kick, leaving the Bears with a 13-0 lead. 

With the Bear defense hoiding the Raid- 
ers to three plays and a punt, the offense got 
one more chance to put another long drive 


together, and it took advantage of it. 

Starting from their own six-yard line this 
time, the Bears marched 94 yards on 12 
plays in 8:52 to score on an 11-yard pass 
from Tomezak to Davis, who made a great 
adjustment on the throw to make the catch. 
Fontenot made a good snap on the extra- 
point attempt this time to give the Bears a 
20-0 lead with 3:30 left in the half. 

While the Bears were piling up the yard- 
age and points with long drives, the Raid- 
ers preferred quick strikes. Bears’ rookie 
cornerback Donnell Woolford got his initia- 
tion into the NFL when Schroeder connect- 
ed with speedy Willie Gault on a straight 


* bomb for a 78-yard touchdown completion, 


pulling the Bears to within 13 points at 20-7. 

The Raiders got another chance to score 
before the end of the half after a 38-yard punt 
by Maury Buford and 20-yard return by Tim 
Brown gave them the bail at the Bear 41. A 
23-yard pass from Schroeder to Mervyn Fer- 
nandez got them to the 18, and five plays 
later Schroeder threw. over Dante Jones to 
tight end Mike Dyal for the score with 25 se- 
conds left in the half. Despite holding the bail 
for 23:13 in the first half, the Bears held just 
a 20-14 lead at the break. 

Harbaugh and the second-string offensive 
line started the second half for the Bears and 
picked up where the first-string offense /eft 
offi Harbaugh directed the Bears from their 
own 41 to the Raider 32-yard line, where he 
hit Davis in the end zone on a pass down 
the left sideline for a touchdown and 27-14 
Bears’ lead. 

It was Davis’ second excellent touchdown 
catch of the game. This time he had to leap 
over the Raiders’ cornerback to come down 
with the catch. 

Again, though, the Raiders came back to 
score on a one-yard run by Kerry Porter, 
making the score 27-21. The touchdown was 
set up by a 38-yard pass over Woolford from 
Schroeder to Mike Alexander. Woolford had 
good position on the play, but the bail was 
put in the perfect spot for Alexander. 

Ditka wasn’t worried that Woolford gave 
up a couple of big plays in the game. “Our 
(cornerbacks) didn’t get beat as bad as 
their's did,” he said. “This is big-time foot- 
ball. | thought there were a couple real good 
throws. I'd rather have it happen this week 
than next week. He’s going to be there. He’s 
got to bare the brunt of it.’’ 

The Raiders took the lead after Bears’ run- 
ning back Curtis Stewart fumbied at the Bear 
43-yard line and Eddie Anderson recovered 
for the Raiders at the 34. 

Los Angeles then used nine plays to score 
on a two-yard run by Kerry Porter to grab the 
lead at 28-27 with 1:22 left in the third 
quarter. 

But the Bears got the lead right back five 
plays later when Harbaugh connected with 
rookie Tom Waddle on a 59-yard bomb for 
a touchdown and 34-28 lead with 14:09 to 
play. 

The Bears took the lead for good when 
Harbaugh hit Davis again on a 23-yard 
touchdown pass with 1:48 left to play. Da- 
vis again caught the ball despite getting in- 
terfered with. 

So are the Bears a team that can score 
41 points a game consistently in the regular 
season? “It depends. on which (offense) 
shows up,"’ Ditka said. “‘We could score 
some points.” 

What helped the quarterbacks a lot this 
game was they had time to throw the ball for 
the first time in three weeks. “‘l was happy 
with the protection today,” Ditka said. “‘| 
thought it was much better.”’ 


SCORING SUMMARY 

Chicago Bears..:..-ssesseeeeeeseeenees 713°714—-— 4 
Los Angeles Raiders ..............,..., 0 14 14 10 — 38 

Bears, 1, 8:05, Anderson 5-yard run, Butler kick 

Bears, 2, 1:31, Anderson 1-yard run, Butler no good 

Bears, 2, 11:30, Davis 11-yard pass Tomezak, Butler kick ' 

Raiders, 2, 12:31, Gault 78-yard.pass Schroeder, Jaeger kick 

Raiders, 2, 14:35, Dyal 4-yard pass Schroeder, Jaeger kick 

Bears, 3, 6:08, Davis 32-yard pass Harbaugh, Butler kick 
. Raiders, 3, 7:47, Porter 1-yard run, Jaeger kick 

Raiders, 3, 13:38, Porter 2-yard run, Jaeger kick 

Bears, 4, 0:51, Waddle 59-yard pass Harbaugh, Butler kick 

Raiders, 4, 5:39, FG 30-yards Jaeger 

Raiders, 4, 9:33, Fernandez 57-yard pass Beuerlein, Jaeger kick 

Bears, 4, 13:07, Davis 23-yard pass Harbaugh, Butler kick 
Attendance: 32,652; Tickets Distributed: 39,061; Unused: 6,409; Time: 3:13 
Weather: Hazy; Temperature: 80 degrees; Wind: W 10-13 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Bears _— Raiders 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS .................... 25 19 
By, RUSNINGi ae vrassceerecins oe atere eae. ot 10 se ff 
BY}RASSINGhnaa ay smertosits i saiett teas $3.3 14 9 
ByPenaivine sense es cee ee he ates 1 | 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 7-12-58% 4-8-50% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. ~0-1-0%  0-1-0% 
TOTAL-NET: YARDS... 22s cece cies 508 338 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times thrown passing)........:..... 71 54 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ................04. 7.2 6.3 
NET YARDS RUSHING ............ an eee 158 64 
Total Rushing Plays ....................- 40 19 
” Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.................. 3.9 3.4 
NET YARDS PASSING .................... 350 274 
Times Thrown — 
Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ................. 0 1413 
Gross Yds. Passing................... 350 287 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HADIINTERCEPTED2=; 2. s5 son, cae ee 31-23-0  34-16-2 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 11.3 7.8 
KICKOFF — NO. IN END ZONE — 
TOUCHBACKS aera tees eee 0 1 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ...............2.5. 3-47.6 2-46 
Had Blocked irs. cesta cece conrtor sateen 0 0 
FGs + PATs HAD BLOCKED............... 0 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE 

(Excluding Kickoff Returns) ............... 99 179 

No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .................. 1-2 3-50 

No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 6-86 6-129 

No. and Yds. Interc. Ret.................. 2-11 0 
PENALTIES — NUMBER AND YARDS ....... 5-73 7-45 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... 1-1 1-0 
TOUCHDOWNS ereesaer tiara cere 6 5 

Rushing }....c25 Seoosncers nase one ee 2 2 

Passinighss-t..28: sekert =: «yee 4 3 

Retums: << .7cRab. nace ence ae 0 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. ............. 5-6 5-5 
FG: MADE: ATi as cE eee eee 0 1-1 
TIME OF POSSESSION..........: AS Aswad 39:18 20:42 

FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Chicago Bears 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Anerson) 25. We ene oes 10: 64 64%" 35° => °2 
Sanders) <..-.:.kisstoceeeee eae § 21 42 7 0 
Muster: \oo:; + Sees 4 129453 6 0 
Stewart: ..c¢a acs. .. eae 5 16 832 § 0 
TAVlON: «.ctetices aoe 6 ips “Ly 0 
Suheytes cil... Be 42's 2A aiOr ea 
GleONiicr... eles Mate eee Id RE Hf 3 0 
Harbaughine nse: - cnr ton eae 1 Gi 608 iG 0 
Berar ntan cit ances 2 4 20 0 0 
TKD Had 

PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD LG Int. 
Tomezak........ 18° 913 e645" “Ojon 4 26 0 
Harbaugh....... 1oeeeet0 186" “0/08 983 59 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 

AVIS). lactase tak hry te Pesan fe ci 4 79 32 3 
Gentry as AA toe | ok ere 3 St (SG 
Muster: ‘teen corre a een 3 23 11 0 
Morris. .? sbgeieew sees Gosek 2 30 17 0 
Bertolt ta teisnicess tie eee eee 2 19 «16 0 
Boson 5 ee Sn eee 3 26 8 0 
Waudie-. 0, Aitermc ne ee 1 59 «= 559 1 
McKinnon. aes stti nt 1 26 = 6 0 
Anderson’... :-..hometases ows. oce ae. 1 23 «23 0 
TOMO: = --..e ste ss Sr, ee, 1 13 «13 0 
SUNCY): «= 52h teen clan ee 1 9 9 0 
GreennnrsigNy. renee ers aly ont. 1 6 6 0 


INTERCEPTIONS No. 
GaVG Fee esa ese oes 1 
Paul eee: tos oss 5.2 oie ss 2a a3 Feed 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. 
Bult sax . Sessa dei s 3 143 47.6 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC 
GIG8N?. : San koe eee 1 1 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. 
Green voce: eae oreo eae 2 
Gontty;erets. ciseeeenes scose cea 2 
TAVlOGE venti oye caus saa teers erage? 1 
Keller: .. Statice eee, = 1 
FUMBLES Fum. 
Stewartic’ 3.354.523. «lots pee eeteaie 1 
Los Angeles Raiders 
Net 
RUSHING Att. Yds. 
Gainer: Seine: fo Soe eo ttas ae 8 23 
etn: - ae a ee 6 15 
Stracpanees:, .se.. nae. 1 12 
Muelle at; <5 Sete a 1 8 
Mithser web. Beet ee 3 6 
TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. 
Schroeder ...... Comenie:. 2144 4419 
Beuerlein....... 12 3 73 ~=—sOO/0 
PASS RECEIVING No. 
Alexander ..:\.-..:...cc@ SEDs <2 eolece 4 
Dyal!... . ........: arene aol... 3 
Femandez. .. 2°. cmaeeere nese 2 
War8!y., .. «<'s soagnanegen ates see 2 
BIOWN 2 <....-..s caeeeeee dies eee 2 
Gault. 3. co Tae eee eee 1 
POROlr Hire oc an. se eee 1 
Smithi=2, Jens. - cacean e120 eee 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. 
GOSS Re. cas cin: cei 2 92 «46 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC 
‘Adams 55 .. seaecees : 2 oc ae 2 0 
Brown, eee ame... 2... ee 1 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. 
Adams .°* 22.8 %..:.... 09a 3 


Vestee Jackson (24) and Donnell Woolford combine 
on this tackle of a Raiders receiver during first half 
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Bears-Raiders game statistics 
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PETS RS RED Pee 1 0 

Own 

FUMBLES Fum. Rec. 
SOMDOROE Atak. 5S Ieuan sees 1 0 
GENDERS PA. wee Cea 3 0 1 

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
(Unofficial) 
Chicago Bears 

T Rae'sk Wk at 
Woolford........ 6 0 0 0 0 
Duerson........ 2 0 0 0 0 
Gayle .......... 1 1 6 «e— 4 
Jackson ........ 0 1 0 0 0 
Stinson......... 2 0 0 0 0 
Paul (45 25. 5 cots 2 0 0 0 1 
FAG Weades.; s.. 5 2 1 0 0 0 
Singletary....... 2 0 0 0 0 
Pruitt. seeer 2 0 0 0 0 
Jones .......... 3 0 0 0 0 
Rovers a: paca.» 1 0 0 0 6 
BVGNE oo, cas. . 0 1 0 0 0 
ai 2 1 0 0 0 
Shannon........ 1 0 0 0 0 
Johnson ........ 2 a 0 0 0 
Chapura........ 1 0 0 0 0 
Oe 1 0 1 13 0 
. ee 1 0 0 0 0 
Hampton ....... 1 2 0 0 0 

Los Angeles Raiders 

T A SK YL _ INT. 
Crudup ......... A ea 0 0 0 
RANG: /acolc teeters 0 2 0 0 0 
McElroy ........ 5 3 0 0 0 
Anderson ....... 2 1 0 0 0 
McDaniel ....... 5 | 0 0 0 
UDO... devas 8 2 0 0 0 
Washington ..... 1 0 0 0 0 
Wilson ......... 2 2 0 0 0 
Benson ......... 5 2 Q 0 0 
Millen.......... § 2 0 0 0 
oO the 2 2 0 0 0 
Paka, Sees ana 5 3 0 0 0 
Kochitsemeess .. 2 0 0 0 0 
GOWGPekee ics}. 3 0 0 0 0 
Wihdnes. ..... 46 2 2 0 0 0 
(Ger... ee 5 1 0 0 0 
Townsend....... 3 1 0 0 0 
Caldwell ........ 2 1 0 0 0 
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* action Saturday. (Bear Report photo by Steve 
Woltmann) 
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Becker, Adickes among 12 Bears cut 


Eight-year veteran tackle Kurt Becker and 
three-year veterans defensive end Sean 
Smith and center John Adickes were among 
12 players cut by the Bears Monday to get 
down to the regular-season roster limit of 47 
players. 

That leaves the Bears with 10 new play- 
ers on the roster this season, including nine 
draft choices. 

Where there were battles on the roster be- 
tween veterans and rookies, it was the rook- 
ies who won out. The Bears have now added 
18 new players to the team in the last two 
seasons alone. 

“I've seen too many teams that got old,” 
head coach Mike Ditka said. ' 

Becker and Adickes lost out to newcomers 
tackle Dave Zawatson, guard/center Jerry 
Fontenot and tackle Chris Dyko. 

“It’s hard to do these things,”’ Ditka said 
about cutting the veterans. ‘I hate to get rid 
of players with character and (Becker) has 
a lot of character. | respect that in him and 
| respect the effort he’s given us the last 
seven years. He'll do fine in life. We thought 
it was best to go with some of the young 
people.” 

Smith and second-year defensive end 
John Shannon lost out in their battles to 
rookies Tony Woods and Trace Armstrong. 

“We looked at the other guys and didn't 
see the progress we'd hoped to see,”’ Ditka 
said. 

The suspension of Maurice Douglass 
opened a spot for safety Lorenzo Lynch, who 
beat out Todd Krumm for the job. 

The Bears surprisingly decided to go with 
just two quarterbacks, as they released 
rookie quarterback Brent Snyder. “You only 
need one,” Ditka said. 

The Bears have needed more than that in 
recent years, but they're obviously gambling 
the two they have can stay healthy. 

Ditka said he doesn’t anticipate picking up 
a veteran quarterback on waivers, like Rusty 
Hilger, Steve Dils or Randy Wright. 

Other players cut include running backs 


Given a chance, Davis makes the 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


LOS ANGELES -— When given a chance, 
Wendell Davis sure knows how to take ad- 
vantage of it. 

Davis, making his first pro start because 
Ron Morris had the flu last week, turned in 
his best performance as a pro Saturday 
against the Raiders. He caught four passes 
for 79 yards and three touchdowns to key the 
Bears’ win. 

“It's the first time I’ve done anything since 
I've been here,”’ he said. 

What made Davis’ performance even 
more impressive was that he caught two of 
his touchdown passes despite getting inter- 
fered with by the defender. 

“| was surprised to catch one on (Mike) 
Haynes, who’s a great cornerback-and a guy 
| respect,’’ Davis said. “That really boosted 
my confidence level up a little bit.”’ 

Davis isn’t counting on starting the regu- 
lar season opener Sunday against Cincinna- 
ti, but Mike Ditka says there’s a chance he 
could. ‘‘He might start, he might not,”’ Dit- 
ka said. 

Mike Tomcezak was one of many people 
who were impressed by Davis’ play. ‘We got 
a lot of weapons out there and we just have 
to find the right guy at the right time. And 
today Wendell Davis was the key guy,” 
Tomezak said. 

“He’s awesome. He’s worked hard all 
training camp. Hopefully he’s going to be 
around for 16 weeks if he stays healthy be- 
cause he can catch anywhere from 35 to 50 
balls this year.” 


Py 


Todd Krumm was one of the second-year players cut by the Bears Monday 
to get their roster down to the 47-man regular season limit. (Bear Report photo 


by Steve Woltmann) 


eINJURY REPORT: Glen Kozlowski was 
the most seriously injured Bear in Saturday’s 
game. He sprained the knee that he had sur- 
gery on after his senior year in college and 
could be out the first four to six weeks of the 
season. 

Center Jay Hilgenberg hurt his arm in the 
first half of the game but is expected to be 
ready for Sunday. 

Also, linebacker Troy Johnson separated 
his shoulder and also could miss the first four 
weeks of the season. 

eQUARTERBACKS MIKE TOMCZAK 
and Jim Harbaugh both had strong showings 
in a game that saw the entire offensive unit 
shine. But the offense wasn’t doing anything 
unusual. ‘‘We were pretty basic,’ Tomcezak 
said. ‘When you stick to the basics, | guess 
things click pretty well for you.”’ 

A lot of credit for the quarterbacks’ per- 
formances should go to the offensive line, 
Tomezak said. “! got pushed a couple times. 
| didn’t get hit too many times,” Tomczak 
said. “You have fun out there anytime every- 
body’s playing well and the camaraderie just 
kind of gets contagious. It’s a fun at- 
mosphere of playing.” 

Tomezak didn’t overlook the importance 
of the running game, though. ‘‘Anytime (our 
running game) is intact, we're a strong team 
offensively.” 

Harbaugh remembered one specific time 
the offensive line did its job to allow him to 
get off a touchdown pass to Davis. “The last 
throw to Wendell was a strong safety blitz 
and we didn’t have enough guys to pick it 
up. And somebody must have picked up two 
guys,’’ he said. “‘! think Matt Suhey got a 


block when he wasn’t counted on to get a 
block. That gave me an extra count to get 
it off to Wendell.” 

eCORNERBACK DONNELL WOOL- 
FORD got his initiation into the NFL Satur- 
day when Raiders’ receiver Willie Gault beat 


Curtis Stewart, Bryan Bero and Brian Tay- 
lor, tight end James Coley, linebacker Steve 
Hyche and wide receiver Tom Waddle. 

Wide receiver Glen Kozlowski and tine- 
backer Troy Johnson were kept on the 
47-man roster despite suffering injuries in 
Saturday’s game against the Raiders. The 
Bears are taking advantage of the two-man 
inactive list with them, rather than place 
them on injured reserve before the final cut- 
down and fosing them for the entire season. 

One of the most competitive positions on 
the roster was at running back, where rookie 
Mark Green grabbed one spot and veteran 
Matt Suhey hung on to his. 

‘Matt Suhey is on this football team be- 
cause of his production in the past, plus:the 
fact | need a fullback | can count on if some- 
thing happens with Brad (Muster),” Ditka 
said, ‘I think he'll help Brad immeasurably 
in understanding things and picking things 
up.” 

As for Green, Ditka said, “Of all the young 
backs, Mark Green has proven he has the 
right to play in the NFL.” 

Green and Woods were obtained with the 
draft picks the Bears got from Philadelphia 
for their third-round pick. Eagles’ coach Bud- 


, dy Ryan had said he didn’t see a keeper with 


any of the picks. the Bears got from him. 

Also cut Monday from the Raiders were 
former Bears Otis Wilson and Mike Richard- 
son. The Bears left both players unprotect- 
ed in the offseason and told them they 
wouldnjt be invited back this season. They 
went to the Raiders but couldn't make the 
team there, either. 

Of the 12 players the Bears released Mon- 
day, seven are eligible to be signed by the 
Bears for their six-man developmental 
squad. There are no position assignments 
for the developmental squad, so the Bears 
could try to bring back all the running backs 
they cut and have a jump on next season. 
Also, Ditka said Snyder showed enough in 
camp to warrant getting a chance with the 
developmental squad. 


most of it 


him for a 78-yard touchdown bomb inthe first 
half. 

“It's better now than later,”’ Woolford said. 
“| learned something from it. Give him a lot 
of room and let him catch all he wants un- 
derneath.”” 


Wide receiver Glen Kozlowski lies on the field after injuring his left knee near 
the end of the Raiders game Saturday. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Raiders’ safety Eddie Anderson celebrates after recovering a fumble by the Otis Wilson played his first game against the Bears Saturday, making two tack- 


Bears’ Curtis Stewart in the second half of Saturday’s game. (Bear Report pho- les and assisting on two others. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
to by Steve Woltmann) 
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ele ) 
The Bear offensive line had its best game of the preseason against the Raid- 
ers. Here, tackle Jim Covert provides Mike Tomczak with plenty of pass protec- 
tion. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Fullback Brad Muster had four rushes for 17 yards in the Bears’ final tuneup 


for the regular season Saturday against the Raiders. (Bear Report photo by Steve 
Woltmann) 
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Chicago Bears 
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. Name . Ht Wt. Age 
Jim Harbaugh 205 25 
Kevin Butler 204 26 
Maury Buford 191 29 
Mike Tomozak...,.. QB -64 198 26 
Thomas Sanders.... RB 5-11 203 27 
Donnell Woolford.... OB 5-9 187 23 
Dave Duerson 212 28 
Shaun Gayle 194 27 
Vestee Jackson 186 25 
Brad Muster 231 24 
Matt Suhey 213 31 
Dennis Gentry 180 

184 
159 
210 
199 
199 
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Mickey Pruitt 
Dante Jones 
John Roper 
Tom Thayer 
Ron Rivera 


Jerry Fontenot. ..... 


John Wojciechowski . 
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Steve McMichael... . 
Keith Van Horne .. . . 
James Thomton ... . 
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OT 65 274 
Injured reserve; DT Steve O'Malley. 
Reserved/non-football injury: Maurice Douglass. 


ave you seen the new Diet Coke tel- 
hit evision commercial that features 

Cincinnati quarterback Boomer 
Esiason as Goldilocks and Keith Van Horne, 
Neal Anderson and Dan Hampton as the 
three bears? 

At the end of the spot, the three ‘‘bears”’ 
are holding Esiason upside down shaking 
him. You get the feeling that’s what the 
Chicago Bears would love to do Sunday 
against Esiason and his Bengals in the regu- 
lar season opener. 

The Bengals, coming off a tough loss in 
the Super Bowl to San Francisco, are look- 
ing to get off to another fast start this sea- 
son, as are the Bears. 

This game is especially important for the 
Bears. because it marks the start of the 
toughest four-week stretch of their schedule. 
After opening against the Bengals, the Bears 
play the Vikings at home the following week, 
then head ‘to Detroit and come back home 
for a Monday night game against Buddy 
Ryan’s Eagles. 

If the Bears come out of that stretch with 
three wins, they'll have set themselves up 
well for the rest of the schedule. 

It won't be any easy task getting past the 
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Bengals first. They came just a few seconds 
away from being last year’s Super Bowl 
champions. Of course, the last time the 
Bears opened up a season against a Super 
Bowl team was in 1987, when Mike Tomc- 
zak led the Bears to a 34-19 win over the Gi- 
ants in a Monday night game. 

Bengals head coach Sam Wyche now has 
the task of getting the Bengals one step far- 
ther than last season. In the preseason, 
Wyche was more satisfied with his defense 
than his offense. 

“Our defense is way ahead of our 
offense,”’ Wyche said during the preseason. 
“Our defense won our first two games (24-20 
over Buffalo and 35-3 over Detroit).”’ 

After the Detroit game Wyche said about 
his offense, “It was nowhere near good 
enough for us to go to the playoffs again. Our 
running game is not carrying its load.’’ The 
Bengals were averaging just 3 yards a car- 
ty midway through the preseason. 

When the Bengals attack opponents, they 
try to do it much like the Bears — work the 
running game first to set up the passing 
game. 

“I've always believed that you need close 
to a 50-50 mix in pass plays to running 


Facts and Figures 


Kickoff — Noon Central time, Sun., Sept. 10 

Site — Soldier Field, Chicago. 

Playing surface — Natural grass. 

Series history — The Bengals have won two of 
the three times the teams have met. But the Bears’ 
victory was in the teams’ most recent meeting, in 
1986. That was a 44-7 trouncing the Bears gave the 
Bengals in Cincinnati. Before that, the Bengals won 
in overtime at Soldier Field in 1980, 17-14, and won 
in 1972 at Soldier Field, 31-13. 

Radio-TV coverage — The game will be televised 
live in Chicago by NBC, WMAQ-TV, channel 5. 
WGN-Radio (720 AM) and the Bears’ Radio Network 
also will carry the game live. 


Bengals’ running back Ickey Woods 


Next Week’s Opponent 


No. Name 
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plays,”’ Wyche said. ‘‘We were first in run- 
ning the ball (in 1988), so obviously the 
ground game was a big part of our offense. 

“But | also think that a passing game can 
set up the running game, and I'm not so sure 
that a strong running team will be able to 
pass the ball, no matter how successful they 
are. 

“Last season, our offense was based on 
a strong-armed quarterback (Esiason) who 
could get the bali down the field quickly. We 
used the run and the run fake very effective- 
ly, and as a result we were very explosive 
at times.” 

It's that kind of explosiveness that Wyche 
would like to see again this season. 

Defensively the Bengals would like to im- 
prove on a decent season last year. 

“The defense has been improving stead- 
ily," defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau 
said. ‘‘Last year we held up our end of things 
in terms of helping to win football games. 
This year we'll be much better.”’ 

The defense peaked last year during the 
playoffs, and LeBeau and Wyche want to see 
the unit keep moving in that direction. 

“Everyone will see the aggressiveness 
that we had in the closing stretch. But you’ll 
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see it all year,’’ Wyche said. “‘We can afford 
to be more aggressive this year than we 
have in the past because our cover people! 
are better than they've ever been. We can 
lock on with people and stay with them. And 
our pass rush is so good that the coverage 
doesn’t have to stay tight for very long be- 
cause the pass rush is going to get there.” 

LeBeau expects his defense to be better 
this year partially because it’s a young unit 
and gained a lot of confidence in last year’s 
playoffs. 

“No one scored that much on us in the 


_ playoff games and that was very, very im- 


portant in terms of giving us confidence that 
we can keep our team in big games,” he 
said. “That kind of confidence is very impor- 
tant to our defense because it’s young. The 
nucleus of this defense is two- and three- 
year players who should continue to improve 
for the next four or five years.” 

One of those young piayers the Bengals 
are counting on is 24-year-old strong safety 
David Fulcher, who played in the Pro Bowl 
last season. ‘David's stilla young man. |'ex- 
pect him to get better in all kinds of small 
ways for at least the next three or four 
years,’ LeBeau said. 
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Chicago on offense 


Punt returner 
TB 8 Maury Buford 
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Bears vs. Cincinnati 


WHEN CINCINNATI HAS 
THE BALL 


Esiason was the AFC’s highest- 
rated passer every week and 
finished with a 97.4 rating. He was 
the ignition to these numbers: a 
NFL-high 448 points, 59 touch- 
downs, 27 rushing touchdowns, 
378.6 yards in total offense. The 
Bengals generated 300 yards in 15 
of 20 games. 

Pro Bowl running back James 
Brooks is a dual threat, rushing for 
931 yards and eight touchdowns 
and receiving for 287 yards and six 
scores. Last season’s rookie 
dancer, Ickey Woods, rushed for 
1,066 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

Receivers Eddie Brown and Tim 
McGee could be the fastest pair in 


_ the NFL. Tight end Rodney Holman 


went to the Pro Bowl. 

Cincinnati's line, featuring Pro 
Bowlers Anthony Munoz and Max 
Montoya, is one of the NFL’s top 
five. 


KEY MATCH-UPS 


CHICAGO QB MIKE TOMCZAK 
vs. THE GHOST OF JIM McMA- 
HON: No doubt, Tomczak would’ve 
wanted this game on‘the road. The 
Bears were always McMahon’s 
team. Not anymore. 


CHICAGO RB NEAL ANDER- 
SON vs. CINCINNATI S DAVID 
FULCHER: Fulcher is a hitter, and 
if Tomezak has problems throwing, 
he'll cheat in his run support and 
key on Anderson. 


CHICAGO OTs KEITH VAN 
HORNE and JIM COVERT vs. CIN- 
CINNATI DEs JIM SKOW and JA- 
SON BUCK: Tomezak will have 
enough on his mind and doesn’t 
need the worry of being sand- 
wiched. 


CHICAGO DTs: STEVE Mc- 
MICHAEL and DAN HAMPTON vs. 
CINCINNATI Gs MAX MONTOYA 
and BRUCE REIMERS: If 
McMichael and Hampton can 
dominate the line, it will enable LB 
Mike Singletary to meet Brooks and 
Woods at the line. Stopping the 
Bengals’ ground game is the first 
step toward winning. If the reverse 
happens and Cincinnati controls the 
line, Esiason could have all day. 


CHICAGO S DAVE DUERSON 
vs. CINCINNATI TE RODNEY 
HOLMAN: With Brooks and Woods, 
and the Bengals’ outside speed, 
Holman is often overlooked. If he is, 
the Bears will pay. 


CHICAGO CB VESTEE JACK- 
SON vs. BENGALS WR EDDIE 
BROWN: One slip, and it’s six. 


By JOHN DELCOS 


This could be a Super Bowl preview. It could also be the prelude to disaster. 

When the Chicago Bears open their 70th season Sunday against the Cin- 
cinnati Bengals at Soldier Field, it will be a matchup of two of the National 
Football League’s more talented and volatile teams. Each has the capability 
of winning Super Bowl XXIV in New Orleans. Both are sitting on time bombs 
that could lay their seasons to waste. 

Tick. Tick. Tick. 

The Bengals are worried about Boomer Esiason’s sore shoulder and the 
pending story of Stanley Wilson’s drug expose’. With a sound Esiason, any- 
thing is possible. Without him, the Bengals have no chance. 

Cincinnati is a conservative town already ripped apart by the Pete Rose 
scandal. If Wilson’s Penthouse story reveals names — even if it’s a lie — 
it will be a distraction. 

The Bengals, who blitzed their way through the AFC and were 34 seconds 
away from defeating San Francisco in the Super Bowl, will also find them- 
selves the target on everyone’s schedule. 

“We entered the 1988 season with our backs to the wall and with much 
to prove, fans to regain, pride to restore, and jobs to save,’’ said Bengals 
coach Sam Wyche. “This year has a different question to be answered: How 
good are we, and do we have the staying power that the real good teams 
have? The mistake some teams make following a Super Bow! appearance 
is assuming a repeat. It has to be earned every year. We’re in for the 
challenge of our lives.” 

The Bears are faced with their own challenges — the biggest being trying 
to survive without quarterback Jim McMahon, who was traded to San Die- 
go. That leaves the season in the inexperienced hands of Mike Tomezak. 

Chicago also has to prove it’s still hungry. The Bears were»routed by the 
49ers in the NFC Championship game and can’t assume they’Il get that far 
this year. It's something coach Mike Ditka made clear at the start of training 
camp. 

“The one thing | told them is that last year we weren’t good enough,” Dit- 
ka said. ‘‘They don't give any accolades for finishing second. Our division 
is very competitive. We’ve fared well against those teams, but it hasn’t been 
easy and they’re all young teams on the rise.” 


Cincinnati wide receiver Eddie Brown 


WHEN CHICAGO HAS THE BALL 


With the trading of McMahon, 
Tomezak controls the attack. He’s 
15-3 as a starter, but for the first 
time doesn't have McMahon as a 
safety net. The pressure he'll ex- 
perience this year is different than 
anything he has felt before. How he 
handles it is the key to the season. 

As always, the offense is geared 
around the run. Pro Bowler Neal An- 
derson has escaped Walter Pay- 
ton’s shadow and is judged on his 
own merits. Brad Muster, last year's 
first-round pick, will be featured 
more. 

The Bears will rotate Dennis 
McKinnon, Dennis Gentry, Ron 
Morris and Wendell Davis. None 
have Willie Gault’s explosiveness, 
but each should generate between 
30 and 45 receptions. 

The offensive line, headed by 
four-time Pro Bowl C Jay Hilgen- 
berg and OTs Jim Covert and Keith 
Van Horne, is strong but is getting 

5 older and subject to injuries. 


EXTRA POINTS 


LAST MEETING: In 1986 at Cin- 
cinnati, Jim McMahon threw three 
touchdowns and ran for another 
to key a 44-7 rout. 

COACHES: Chicago’s Mike Dit- 
ka, 8th year, has a career record of 
78-35, including 5-2 in season 
openers, Cincinnati's Sam Wyche, 
6th year, has a career record of 
43-39, including 2-3 in season 
openers, 

1988 RECORDS: Both teams 
were 12-4. 

OPENING DAY RECORDS: 
Chicago is 31-24-1 (.564), including 
five straight wins. Cincinnati is 
11-10 (.524), including two straight 
wins. 

CHICAGO’S 1988 NFC RANK- 
INGS: Offense — 8th (2nd rush, 
12th pass). Defense — 2nd (ist 
rush, 4th pass). Takeaway/Givea- 
way ratio: 35/34. 

CHICAGO’S 1988 TEAM LEAD- 
ERS: Rushing — Neai Anderson 
(249 carries, 1,106 yards, 12 TDs). 
Passing — Jim McMahon 
(114-of-192 for 1,346 yards, 6 TDs, 
7 INT). Receiving — Dennis Mckin- 
non (45 receptions, 704 yards, 3 
TDs). Sacks — Steve McMichael! 
(11.5). 

CINCINNATI’S 1988 AFC 
RANKINGS: Offense — ist (ist 
rush, 4th pass). Defense — 6th (6th 
rush, 6th pass). Takeaway/Givea- 
way ratio: 36/27. 

CINCINNATI’S 1988 TEAM 
LEADERS: Rushing — Ickey 
Woods (203 carries, 1,066 yards, 15 
TDs). Passing — Boomer Esiason 
(223-of-388 for 3,572 yards, 28 TDs, 
14 INT). Receiving — Eddie Brown 
(53 receptions, 1,273 yards, 9 TDs). 
Sacks — Jim Skow (9.5). 
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No such thing as a lateral 


Q1: Please define a lateral. We always 
used the term on the playground, but the an- 
nouncers on TV games don’t. A.B. Min- 
neapolis, MN 


JEFFREY LEAF 


A1: In organized football, there is no such 
thing as a lateral. Both the NFL and the 
NCAA only have a Forward Pass and a 
Backward Pass. What we called a ‘lateral’ 
is really a Backward Pass. The actual deter- 
mination of forward or backward is based on 
whether the pass is first touched in front of 
or behind the point from which it was thrown. 


Q2: How long does protection last for a 
punt receiver who signals for a fair catch? 
W.M. Chicago, IL 

A2: In the NFL, a punt receiver who sig- 
nals for a fair catch must be given an unob- 
structed path to catch the kick. The kicking 
team cannot interfere with the receiver until 
the kick hits the ground. If the receiver muffs 
the punt, he is still protected and cannot be 


hit until the ball hits the ground. 

The NCAA rule is similar to the NFL. The 
protection ends for the NCAA punt receiver 
as soon as he touches the ball. If he muffs 
the ball, he loses his protection and can be 
legally blocked. 


Q3: | was watching a college game on TV, 
The punter started running. He got three 


' yards beyond the line of scrimmage and then 


kicked the ball. But all of the officials let him 
get away with it. Not one of them threw a 
flag. | can’t believe the officials didn’t miss 
that one. What is the penalty for that foul in 
the NFL? R.R. San Diego, CA 


A3: There is no penalty for this in the NFL. 
There is no requirement in the NFL or the 
NCAA rules for the ball to be kicked from be- 
hind the line of scrimmage as long as there 
has been no change of team possession. To 
carry this a step farther, if the kicker could 
drop kick the ball, he could score a field goal 
with the kick. 


Q4: In a Dallas-Giants game last year, 
there was a controversy on the opening kick- 
off about a safety call. They were talking 
about kicks, muffs and possession, but | 
didn’t understand it all. Can you explain it? 
P.F. Newark, NJ 


A4: Whether a ball dead in the end zone 
is a touchback or a safety is determined by 
which team put the ball in the end zone. The 
question on this particular play was, did the 
returner gain possession and fumble the ball 
into the end zone or did he just muff (touch 


but not gain possession) the kick? The kick 
does not end until possession is gained. So, 
if the kick was only muffed, it would still be 
a kick and downing it in the end zone would 
be a touchback. 

In support of the officials, it was not as 
clearly a bad call as the media might think. 
The Referee was the one on the play. He be- 
lieved he saw the receiver gain possession, 
then fumble the ball. The returner’s body 
was between the Referee and the ball, so 
Referee could not see it clearly. The return- 
er acted as if he fumbled the ball into the end 
zone rather than muffed the kick. He start- 
ed running with the ball like a man who knew 
it was his fault the ball was in the end zone 
and he had to get it out. This action strength- 
ens the Referee’s belief that the returner did 
gain possession. The call was based on all 
the information available to the Referee at 
the time. 


P1: Fourth down and 5 from the Kicking 
team’s 22-yard line. The punt is partially 
blocked, but goes beyond the line of scrim- 
mage. No. 44 of the Receiving team muffs, 
the rolling kick. The muff forces the ball to 
go behind the original line of scrimmage. The 
punter picks up the ball at the 18 yard line 
and runs to the 47 where he is tackled. 


NFL ruling: Kicking team’s ball first- 
and-10 from the 47-yard line. 

NCAA ruling: Kicking team’s ball first- 
and-10 from the 18-yard line. The ball is dead 
when recovered. 


P2:A defensive lineman sticks his foot out 
and contacts the runner below the knee. 


On Newsstands 


Everywhere, Or 
Call: 4-800-828-FANS 


MILWAUKEE ROAD HOUSE 
(Libertyville) 


NFL ruling: Iliega! Use of Body. Penalize 


the Defense 10 yards. 

NCAA ruling: Legal play. This would be 
a foul if it was anyone else but the runner. 

Jeffrey Leaf is an official and rules inter- 
preter for the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
and a member of the National Association of 
Sports Officials. 

You can direct your questions on football 
rules and officiating to him by writing to ‘The 
Official Call’, P.O. Box 773, Annandale, VA 
22003. 


BEARS PACKAGES 1989 


* Detra 3-24 
* Tampa Bay - Oct. 6-9 
* Washington - Nov. 24-27 
* Minnesota - Dec. 2-4 


All packages include: Transporiation, 
hotel, transfers, game ticket & much more! 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
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Trace 
Armstrong 


w 


; 
? ’ | 


j My in ist round, | 


™ o 


1 4 Chicago Bear Report September 11, 1989 


Bear Notebook 


Douglass suspended; Hughes retires 


Defensive back Maurice Douglass, sus- 
pended last week for 30 days by the NFL for 
violating its anabolic steroids policy, is con- 
sidering appealing the ruling to commission- 
er Pete Rozelle. 

Douglass, who said he was shocked by 
the results of his steroids test, said he never 
knowingly took steroids in his life. 

Douglass said he took four injections of a 
drug last January to aid the healing of his 
injured wrist but he didn’t know the drug was 
asteroid. He said he got the drug from a per- 
son he worked out with and knew for two 
years. Douglass said the friend didn’t know 
it was a steroid, either. 

Douglass was waiting to find out if a 
steroid test he took on the same day for the 
NFLPA comes back with different results. If 
it does, he probably will fight the suspension. 

“I've never, to my knowledge, taken an 
anabolic steroid,’ Douglass said. ‘‘In Janu- 
ary, | had taken something that | thought 
wasn’t a steroid. | didn’t think it was an ana- 
bolic steroid as far as an enhancer, as far 
as performance, because | hadn't gotten any 
bigger or any strength or any speed from it. 

“lve never been on (steroids) before in my 
life. | didn’t have any use for it then and | 
have no use for it now. This is really a shock 
to me.” 

As it stands now, Douglass will not be eligi- 
ble to return to the Bears until after their 
game against the Lions Sept. 24. He was 
placed on the team’s Reserve/Non-Football 
Injury list. 

With the Bears’ secondary already a 
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crowded area, Douglass’ spot on the roster 
may not be open for him when he’s eligible 
to return. 

“Certainly there is a chance Mo Douglass 
won't be here,”’ player personnel! director Bill 
Tobin said. ‘‘There’s a chance he will be, 
also.”’ 

Head coach Mike Ditka said, “‘! think you 
wait four weeks and find out what’s going on. 
It depends on how this football team is do- 
ing and who we end up keeping. Mo has 
played very well for us at times. I’ve always 
liked Mo. | still like Mo.” 

Douglass had been starting in the nickel 
defense. His spot now will be taken over by 
Lemuel Stinson. 

Ditka and team president Michael 
McCaskey said they believed Douglass that 
he didn’t intentionally take any steroids. 

*ASSISTANT HEAD COACH Ed Hughes 
announced his retirement last week, effec- 
tive immediately. 

Hughes said he realized the fun had left 
the job, so he immediately decided to hang 
up his clipboard. Hughes was replaced by 
former Detroit assistant coach Vic Rapp, 
who will coach the receivers. 

“It came time after 30 years that I didn’t 
enjoy coaching anymore. ! thought it was 
time to retire,’’ Hughes said. 

His retirement comes just after the Bears 
traded Jim McMahon to the Chargers. 
Hughes always was a staunch supporter of 
McMahon, but he said that had nothing to 
do with his decision. 

It's possible Hughes won't be a stranger 
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around Halas Hall. He’ll likely be hired by the 
Bears as a consultant, Ditka said. Hughes 
would help out breaking down game films 
and making suggestions for the game plan. 

During the off-season, Hughes lost his ti- 
tle of offensive coordinator to Greg Landry 
and became assistant head coach. What 
that meant was Landry took over coaching 
the quarterbacks and Hughes switched to 
receivers. 

Rapp was most recently an assistant 
coach with the Lions. Before that he worked 
for the Bucs, Rams and Oilers. He was head 
coach of the British Columbia Lions of the 
Canadian Football League from 1977 to 
1982. 

He’s coached with several members of the 
Bears’ staff, including Bill and Vince Tobin, 
John Levra and Jim LaRue. 

eTHE FIRST CUTS WERE MADE last 
week by the Bears to get their roster down 
to 60 players. 

The Bears cut 17 players and placed one 
player on injured reserve to get to the 
60-man limit. . 

Placed on injured reserve was linebacker 
Steve O’Malley. He’ll be ineligible to play 
this season. 


Those cut include draft picks George 
Streeter, Joe Nelms, Fred Weygand, By-” 
ron Sanders, Greg Gilbert and LaSalle 
Harper, and free agents John Budde, Don 
Shrader, Mike Sellar, John Kropke, Tony 
Buford, Mike Husar, Sammie Archer, Alex 
Armenteros, Kent Sullivan, Randy Marri- 


ot and Garrett Limbrick. 

Though he had harsh words for his team 
after the Kansas City game, Ditka said the 
cuts were still hard to make. 

‘Maybe it would be easy for another guy 
to do,’’ Ditka said. *“You can’t be impersonal. 
You can’t not have feelings. | mean, these 
kids are good kids. We've had these kids 
since mini-camp. You get to know them, you 
get to like them. They don’t think you know 
them, but | know all of them. ! know what 
they are doing, what their shortcomings are, 
what their pluses are. A lot of them under- 
stand it well, that this was an opportunity that 
comes and goes.” 

Sanders, the brother of Detroit’s top pick 
Barry Sanders, had decided to leave North- 
western with a year of eligibility remaining. 
Despite getting cut by the Bears, Sanders 
said he doesn’t regret that decision. 

One of the surprises in the first cuts was 
that Sullivan, one of only two puniers in 
camp, was cut. That just about gave the job 
to Maury Buford, unless the Bears see 
another punter they like on the waiver wires. 

“Ditka told me he did it Monday so! could 
have a chance to catch on (with another 
team),”’ Sullivan said. 

eLINEBACKERS JIM MORRISSEY AND 
Mickey Pruitt returned to practice last week, 
though neither was expected to play Satur- 
day against the Raiders. Dante Jones was 
expected to start at outside linebacker Satur- 
day for the second game in a row. 

Ron Morris missed practice Wednesday 
because of the flu. 


Bears’ defensive back Maurice Douglass, suspended last week for failing a 
steroids test, is considering challenging his 30-day ban. (Bear Report photo by 


Steve Woltmann) 
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Hampton nears end of career 
Lineman says two more seasons will be 


By Jerry Bonkowski 

Attention Bears director of personnel Bill 
Tobin and head coach Mike Ditka: be fore- 
warned that you have two years left to do the 
impossible — find a replacement for defen- 
sive tackle (and occasional defensive end) 
Dan Hampton, 

Yes, the final countdown for the long, 
lanky, lean and mean No. 99 is underway. 
He will officially hang up his equipment for 
the last time atthe end of the 1990 season, 
aseason he hopes ends with a Super Bowl 
triumph. 

“Twelve years will be more than enough 
for this poor boy,’’ said Hampton. ‘‘By that 
time, I'll be ready to get out because my 
body will have taken just about all it can. 

“And, usually, at that particular point of 
your career, it's either you walk away or they 
kick you out. | don’t want to hang around if 
| can't get it done anymore.” 

Hampton will be 34 when he calls it quits. 
From there, his career plans are up in the air. 

There’s a possibility of becoming a TV 
analyst (he currently works part-time for 
WGN-TV and SportsChannel in Chicago), or 
perhaps opening a Chicago-area car dealer- 
ship, of maybe returning home to Cabot, Ark. 
to open some type of business. 

“don't know what the so-called ‘after-life’ 
holds, but I’m getting ready for it,’’ said 
Hampton. 

While the direction Hampton’s after- 
football life will take is still unsure, he’s dead 
certain about what he wants to accomplish 
with the playing time he has left. 

“The team’s only goal this year is the Su- 
per Bowi,"' said Hampton. “Winning the di- 
vision and all that other stuff is secondary. 
We want to win the Super Bowl again. That's 
my only goal. Other things may have meant 
something to me five or 10 years ago, but 
just going to the Super Bowl this year me- 
ans it all.” 

That Hampton wiil play two more seasons 
for the Bears (including the upcoming 1989 
campaign) is.almost a near-miracle in itself. 

After all, how many men would be willing 
to play in constant pain every day? How 
many would be willing to: subject their knees 
to nol only constant torture on the playing 
field, but also off-season surgery? 

Hampton has done all that, and with nary 
a word of complaint. After a game, he’s 
bruised black and blue and sometimes in 
such agony that he just climbs into bed, like 
a bear who's licking his wounds. 

“| don’t think you'll find a harder, more 
devoted worker than Dan," Ditka says. 
“Even when he's hurt bad enough that it 
would keep another guy out of a game, he 
just blocks it out of his mind and goes back 
otit there because he wants to win so much. 
Reminds me of somebody eise | know (Dit- 
ka himself).”* 

Hampton attributes his 110 percent play- 
ing attitude to focusing on just one thing — 
being the best on the field, while blocking 
out any type of problem, such as pain and 
injury. 

“| think a lot of it has to do with just atti- 
tude,” said Hampton. “| have to think it’s 
some type of insecurity. | really feel like I'm 
missing out if I'm not a part of playing on 
Sunday. | really don’t want to miss that. 

“it’s very important to the team and it’s 
very important to me that | play. You just 
block the pain out of your head. It’s not that 
hard to do. You see people walk over hot 
coals — it's a mind over matter type of 
thing.” 

Still, the four-time Pro Bowl veteran (1980, 
1882, 1984 and 1985) shrugs off the pain 
and off-season rehab work as merely a price 
to pay if one wants to continue to be one of 
the game's best, which Hampton is without 
a doubt. 

While players slow down as they get older, 
Hampton doesn't. He just continues to play 


~ 
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Dan Hampton, entering his 11th season with the Bears as one of their key 
players on the defensive line, is considering retirement in a couple years. (Bear 


Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


some of the best football seen anywhere in 
the National Football League. 

Since being chosen as the fourth overall 
pick in the 1979 draft out of the University 
of Arkansas, Hampton has been dominating, 
overpowering, one of the best at his position. 

“The guy's an All-Pro; he'll be in the Hall 
of Fame when it’s all over,’’ says the man 
who is usually next to Hampton on the defen- 
sive line, tackle Steve McMichaei. 

Hampton’s versatility is evident both on 
and off the field. Not only is he able to 
change gears and switch from defensive 
tackle to defensive end and vice versa when 
the situation dictates, he’s also a multi- 
dimensional person out of uniform. 

While wife Terry (the couple is childless 
now, but planning a family sometime in the 
near future) is the most important part of 
Hampton’s life, this is a man who’s not a 
dumb jock. 

Hampton has a multitude of interests, par- 


ticularly in music. He’s an accomplished gui- 
tar player who’s sat in with a number of 
groups, including well-known country singer 
Tanya Tucker. 

About three years ago, Hampton helped 
form a band of his own, the Chicago Six, 
made up of current (Dave Duerson, Shaun 
Gayle and Hampton) and former Bears play- 
ers (Otis Wilson), as well as former Chicago 
Blackhawk hockey players Curt Fraser and 
Gary Nylund. 

The six-man band has played in various 
venues around Chicagoland as well as the 
East Coast and has plans on playing future 
gigs in Las Vegas and Los Angeles if sched- 
ules can be worked out. 

“| really wanted to do something like this 
for a long time,’ said Hampton. “This is 
almost like a little dream of mine, to get to 
play in a band again (he played in one in his 
home of Little Rock, Ark. from age 13 to 20). 
| just had a world of fun with it.” 


enough 


Music isn’t just an idle off-field pursuit for 
Hampton. It’s just behind football in Hamp- 
ton’s list of priorities. 

When he wants to relax after a game or 
try and get his mind off a particularly bad 
loss, Hampton heads to the Bear den in his 
north suburban Chicago home, plugs in his 
guitar and strums his problems away, often- 
times for hours at a time. 

“He uses his guitar as a kind of escape,”’ 
Terry said. ‘If he’s nervous before a game 
or upset or happy afterwards, he goes 
Straight to his guitar. There’s nothing he’d 
rather be doing, other than playing football, 
of course.” 

Hampton is accomplished on several in- 
Struments, as well as being a not-too-shabby 
singer. 

“Dan’s always singin’ in the shower, so 
| knew he had a good voice,”’ said teammate 
and bandmate Dave Duerson. 

Hampton is just as serious about his mu- 
sical pursuit and taste as he is about play- 
ing football. 

“I've just got a deep love for music. It’s 
a very big part of my life. | think there’s two 
kinds of music — good music and bad mus- 
ic. | listen to Verdi, Mozart, Jerry Jeff Walk- 
er and Led Zepplin. | listen to it all. 

“Music has been scientifically proven that 
it eases anxiety, it’s a tension release and 
it soothes you. It’s one of the top things you 
can use to motivate yourself.” 

Trying to get to know the real Dan Hamp- 
ton isn’t always easy. He’s intense and 
proud, outgoing but shy, seemingly stan- 
doffish at times (which wife Terry says actu- 
ally is part shyness) and totally dedicated to 
whatever he is doing, be it his on-field posi- 
tion, his off-field music playing or his 
marriage. 

Still, Hampton remains somewhat of a 
mystery personality-wise. Sort of a mixed- 
bag, he admits. 

“I’m a very sensitive person, but also a 
very sarcastic person in the same sense,” 
he says. “I give a lot of nicknames, make 
a lot of cutting remarks. 

‘| guess I'd have to say I’m a contradic- 
tion, Some people are true to form in one 
way — they may be loud or soft-spoken, 
proud or egotistical. | just can’t put a finger 
on it or be only one thing.” 

Adds Terry, “Off the field, Dan has an in- 
credibly open mind. He’s vivacious, sort of 
a nut. But on the field, | do believe he has 
tunnel vision. All he’s thinking about on the 
field is football, whereas he has tons of in- 
terests off the field. He’s definitely a man of 
the ’80's.”’ 

Dan's on-field style of play — hard-nosed, 
tough, bone-crunching — is an off-shoot of 
his philosophy of life. It’s a ‘‘give it all you've 
got, your best shot every time”’ kind of thing. 

“| sort of have a fatalistic attitude,’’ he 
claims. ‘‘! just want to have as much fun as 
| possibly can, right now, while I’m around. 

“And whatever | do, | try to doit the best 
| can. If it’s not good enough, I’m not going 
to worry about it because it's the best | can 
do.” 

Part of his fatalistic outlook on life can be 
traced to his father’s death when Dan was 
a young boy in Cabot, Ark. It was a devastat- 
ing blow to a son who was completely devot- 
ed to and who clearly idolized his father. 

“‘!'m a very short-term kind of person,”’ he 
said. “| want to try and do as much as | can 
in the time | have. You never know when 
your time will be up and it's time to go. 

“My 10 years with the Bears have been 
a roller-coaster in a sense. Even though | 
was a high draft pick, | never thought I’d play 
more than five years in the pros. But I’ve had 
the good fortune to be successful at it. 

“I’ve met good friends, made some good 
money and done quite a few things that very 
few people have the opportunity to do. It’s 
been a very satisfying feeling.” 


—————————— Tre — 
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Detroit 
Lions 


1988 RECORD: 4-12 


1988 NFC RANKINGS: Offense — 14th ~ 


(14th rush, 14th pass). Defense — 11th 
(12th rush, 6th pass). Takeaway/Giveaway 
ratio: 36/33. 

1988 TEAM LEADERS: Rushing — Gar- 
ry James (182 carries, 552 yards, 5 TDs). 
Passing — Rusty Hilger (126-of-306 for 
1,558 yards, 7 TDs, 12 INT). Receiving — 
Pete Mandley (44 receptions, 617 yards, 3 
TDs). Sacks — Mike Cofer (12). 

COACH: Wayne Fontes, 2nd year, with a 
2-3 career record. 

FONTES SPEAKS: ‘| don’t expect to 
work miracles. It’s going to take time and 
more players for the Lions to win consistent- 
ly. But | can assure there will be no waiting 
on the right attitude. The attitude is the foun- 
dation. You must have a solid foundation or 
eventually you'll crumble.” 

OFFENSIVE OVERVIEW: Rookie Rodney 
Peete could start at quarterback in coordi- 
nator Mouse Davis’ run-and-shoot attack, 
which features four receivers. WRs Pete 
Mandley and Jeff Chadwick are proven, the 
rest are questions. The line is weak, and RB 
Barry Sanders was a holdout as of last 
weekend. 

DEFENSIVE OVERVIEW: With LBs Cofer 
and Chris Spielman, and S Bennie Blades, 
the Lions have a respectable core. Detroit 
only had 15 interceptions last season, and 
excluding Cofer, put little pressure on the 
quarterback. 

THIS WEEK: Phoenix. Lions lead series, 
25-15-5. Last meeting: The teams split in 
1980, with Detroit winning 20-7 at home and 
the Cardinals winning 24-23 in St. Louis. 

OPENING DAY RECORD: 30-24-2 (.556). 


Green Bay 
Packers 


1988 RECORD: 4-12 

1988 NFC RANKINGS: Offense — 12th 
(13th rush, 9th pass). Defense — 4th (13th 
peak pass). Takeaway/Giveaway ratio: 

1988 TEAM LEADERS: Rushing — Brent 
Fullwood (101 carries, 483 yards, 7 TDs). 
Passing — Don Majkowski (178-of-336 for 
2,119 yards, 9 TDs, 11 INT). Receiving — 
Sterling Sharpe (55 receptions, 791 yards, 
3 TDs). Sacks — Tim Harris (13.5). 
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Central issues 


by John Delcos 


Fontes wants a solid attitude 


COACH: Lindy Infante, 2nd year, with a 
4-12 career record. 

INFANTE SPEAKS: ‘‘We must have a 
quarterback step forward and make a state- 
ment that he’s going to be the guy to lead 
us into the future. For the last couple of years 
here, this has been a two-quarterback team 
and | don’t think that’s healthy.” 

OFFENSIVE OVERVIEW: None of the five 
passers Infante brought to camp made that 
statement. With WRs Sharpe, Walter Stan- 
ley and Phil Epps, the Packers have good 
outside speed. Running back is wide open. 
First-round OT Tony Mandarich was a hold- 
out as of the weekend. It’s not a promising 
situation. 

DEFENSIVE OVERVIEW: Under coordi- 


’ nator Hank Bullough, the Packers ranked 


seventh last year overall, their highest fin- 
ish since 1974. They were the only team not 
to allow a 100-yard game to a receiver. 
However, the flip side is teams were usual- 
ly so far ahead that they kept the ball on the 
ground. 

THIS WEEK: Tampa Bay. Packers lead 
series, 10-9-1. Last meeting: Tampa Bay 
swept last year, winning 13-10 on the road 
and 27-24 on the road. 

OPENING DAY RECORD: 28-25-3 (.528), 
including four straight defeats. 


Minnesota 
Vikings 


1988 RECORD: 11-5 

1988 NFC RANKINGS: Offense — 5th 
(9th rush, 3rd pass). Defense — ist (4th 
rush, 1st pass). Takeaway/Giveaway ratio: 
53/30, 

1988 TEAM LEADERS: Rushing — Dar- 
rin Nelson (112 carries, 380 yards, 1 TD). 
Passing — Wade Wilson (204-of-332 for 
2,746 yards, 15 TDs, 9 INT). Receiving — 
Anthony Carter (72 receptions, 1,225 yards, 
6 TDs). Sacks — Chris Doleman and Keith 
Millard (8). 

COACH: Jerry Burns, 4th year, with a 
31-21 career record, including 1-2 in season 
openers. 

BURNS SPEAKS: “Our whole emphasis 
and focus for 1989 is on winning the Cen- 
tral Division. We've been to the playoffs the 
past two years, both times as a wild card, 
so | don’t think there’s any question we are 
one of the top teams in football. We're no 
longer a team on the rise. We're there.” 

OFFENSIVE OVERVIEW: For the first 
time, Pro Bowl QB Wilson goes into camp 
as the uncontested starter. Nelson and D.J. 


ALEPH LIMOUSINE 


“Serving you in Comfort and Style 


Features Include: 
Color TV, AM/FM Cassette Stereo, VCR, Bar, Telephone 


470-1392 


SKOKIE, ILL. TOLL FREE 1-800-356-0369 


Dozier had off-years in 1988. Carter ended 
his holdout, but isn’t in shape to start the 
season. Pro Bowl TE Steve Jordan was a 
holdout as of the weekend. Headed by Pro 
Bow! OT Jerry Zimmerman, the line is 
strong. 

DEFENSIVE OVERVIEW: The Vikings 
have five Pro Bowlers: Millard, Doteman, S 
Joey Browner, LB Scott Studwell and CB 
Carl Lee. Still, the Vikings upgraded by sign- 
ing ex-Cardinal DE Curtis Greer and trading 
for LB Mike Merriweather from Pittsburgh. 

THIS WEEK: Houston. Series tied, 2-2. 
Last meeting: At Houston 23, Minnesota 10, 
in 1986. 

OPENING DAY RECORD: 16-11-2 (.593), 
the second best mark in the NFC (behind 
Dallas) and fourth overall. 


Tampa Bay 
ve Buccaneers 


1988 RECORD: 5-11 

1988 NFC RANKINGS: Offense — 10th 
(10th rush, 8th pass). Defense — 8th (2nd 
rush, 13th pass). Takeaway/Giveaway ra- 
tio: 33/52. 

1988 TEAM LEADERS: Rushing — Lars 


oncna. BEAR PRIDE SHIRT 


Matching 


CAPS 


With Logo 
ONLY 


LONG SLEEVE JOGGING SHIRT — 


Tate (122 carries, 467 yards, 7 TDs). Pass- 
ing — Vinny Testaverde (222-0f-466 for 
3,240 yards, 13 TDs, 35 INT), Receiving — 
Bruce Hill (58 receptions, 1,040 yards, 9 
TDs). Sacks — Ron Holmes (4). 

COACH: Ray Perkins, 7th year (Srd with 
Bucs), with a 33-57 record, including 2-4 in 
season openers. 

PERKINS SPEAKS: ‘‘! believe in a pro- 
gram’s third year, whether in college or the 
pros, you should be prepared to win. ! be- 
lieve we are on schedule. There is a lot of 
work yet to be done, but the improvement 
made is very real.” 


OFFENSIVE OVERVIEW: Testaverde has 
been more fizzle than flash in two years. RBs 
Tate and William Howard are coming off 
solid rookie seasons, and James Wilder still 
has his moments. WRs Hill and Mark Carri- 
er combined for 2,010 yards and 14 TDs last 
year, The line is young, but improving. 

DEFENSIVE OVERVIEW: Holmes wants 
out and the Bucs are willing to deal. First- 
round LB Broderick Thomas will make a 
difference, but won't be a franchise player 
in the Lawrence Taylor mold. S Harry Hamit- 
ton had six of the Buccaneers’ 2" inter- 
ceptions. 

THIS WEEK: At Green Bay. Packers lead 
series, 10-9-1. Last meeting: Tampa Bay 
swept last year, winning 13-10 on the road 
and 27-24 on the road. 

OPENING DAY RECORD: 4-9 (.308), in- 
cluding five straight losses. 
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NFL needs year-round testing 


Now that it has suspended 73 players for 
using anabolic steroids, the NFL no doubt 
will want you fo believe that it didn't have 
much of a steroid problem after all. Thirteen 
bad apples in a barrel of more than 1,700? 
Not bad, especially when the 13 scoundrels 
have been rooted out of the game. until 
they're clean. Dan Dierdorf, an offensive 
lineman who should know better, already 
was spewing that sort of garbage on Mon- 
day Night Football the day before the sus- 
pensions were announced. 


KEVIN AN, es 


Maybe'steroid use was that sporadic when 
Dierdori played, through 1983. When Bears 
tackle Keith Van Horne was in college 
through 1980, he said, “Hardly anybody was 
taking them. But it’s changed. Now it’s in the 
high schools and colleges, too, and a lot of 
people are taking them.” 


Steve Courson, an admitted steroid user 
in the '70s and early ‘80s who needs a heart 
transplant because of it, has estimated that 
50 percent of offensive linemen’ use the 
muscle-building drugs, which is 15 percent 
of the NFL just at one position. Other play- 
ers’ estimates have been as high as 50 per- 
cent of the league. 


The NFL still has a steroids problem. And, 


it will continue to have a steroids problem 
until it has unscheduled, year-round testing 
for steroids. 


ft can test more liberally for steroids 
without the civil liberties problems of testing 
for street drugs because detection of 
steroids doesn’t make a player a criminal. 
{tt just makes him a cheater. 

In the context of athletics, cheating is 
worse. All drug users hurt themselves. Only 
steroids users hurt their opponents, too. 


Steroids worst drug in football 


Objectionable as they are, cocaine and 
marijuana don’t help their users injure clean 
players. Steroids do. 

Cocaine and marijuana don’t give their 
users unfair advantages in competing for 
jobs and competing in games. Steroids do. 


Steroids undermine the essential purpose 
of any league, which is to keep the playing 
field level. Until steroids are out of the NFL, 
it cannot guarantee its fans or its teams that 
its competition is fair. 

“They worry about fixing games,” Bears 
defensive tackle Dan Hampton said. “‘That’s 
what they’re scared drug users will do. Weil, 
steroids can affect the game more than any- 
thing else.” 


An intelligent player doesn’t want to use 
steroids. They are dangerous. Their long- 
range damage to the heart, liver and testi- 
cles have been well documented, and they 
exact a shori-term price, too. A steroid user 
increases his chances of injury even as he 
makes himself bigger and stronger. His mus- 
cles can become strong enough to exert 
force his joints can't support. ‘‘He’s not even 
being fair to himself,” Van Horne said. 

But that intelligent player, in deciding not 
fo use steroids in a league where others do, 
risks losing his job to someone who's artifi- 


cially bigger and stronger. He risks being in- 


Offensive linemen Jay Hilgenberg (left) and Keith Van Horne don’t welcome 
the advantage steroids give other players. Van Horne said steroids weren't com- 
mon when he was in college, though they are now. (Bear Report photo by Steve 


Woltmann) 


jured by players whose unnatural speed and 
size has made the game increasingly 
hazardous. 

His team won’t encourage him to make 
the right choice, not beyond lip service. It’s 
a bottom-line business. Coaches like bigger, 
stronger and faster players, and, whatever 
they say, don’t usually care how their play- 
ers got bigger and stronger and faster. Stay- 
ing off steroids becomes less simple than the 
answers of common sense and fair play. 


Other players get left behind 


“It was almost to the point that you either 
start taking them or you’re going to be left 
in the starting blocks,” Hampton said. ‘‘l 
didn’t like to see that. You talk about peer 
pressure, this was career pressure. You had 
to think about doing it to stay on the same 
level. With the holding rules the way they are 
now, defensive linemen are going to try to 
find any edge they can.” 

It’s not fair to make players think that way. 
They know there are serious long-term 
health risks to using steroids. But if football 
players were worried about health risks, they 
wouldn't play football in the first place. 

What's even less fair is that young adults 
don’t know that. They figure if pro football 
players are willing to take the risk to be big- 
ger or stronger, that’s good enough for them. 
When Ben Johnson lost his Olympic gold 
medal for using steroids, the reaction wasn’t 
always that steroids must be a horrible thing. 
A lot of young men wanted to know where 
they could get that miracle drug that made 
Johnson look so strong and run so fast. 

“When kids in high school see pro ball 
players and pro wrestlers, they say, ‘Look, 
they're taking them,’ ’’ Van Horne said. 
“This is what | need to do.’ That’s not 


good.” 

No, it’s not. But the NFL can't tell them 
none of its players use steroids. The NFL can 
only say it had a test last July, which was 


announced 10 months in advance. The 
penalty for testing positive was announced 
five months in advance. It can Say 13 play- 
ers were either dumb enough to get caught 
with steroids in their system anyway, or un- 
lucky enough, as the Bears’ Maurice 
Douglass insists was his case, to have been 
given steroids for medical purposes without 
his knowledge. 


NFL encourages worst steroid 


There won’t be another test until next July. 
Now players can go back to steroids. Many 
of them probably have already, knowing oral 
Steroids leave the system within three 
months. Oral steroids aren’t as safe as oil- 
based injectable steroids. They go straight 
to the liver. But oil-based steroids can stay 
in the system as long as a year, so the 
league’s one-test policy not only doesn’t dis- 
courage steroid use during the season, it en- 
courages those who will use steroids to use 
the more dangerous kind. 

“If you're going to do testing, do it to 
everybody once a month or don’t do it at all,”’ 
center Jay Hilgenberg said. ‘‘It won’t do any 
good if it's not done randomly.” 

Hilgenberg is cynical enough to see the- 
testing as a better solution to a public rela- 
tions problem than to the steroids problem. 
“The only reason this is such a big thing now 
is because of Ben Johnson,” he said. 

The players’ union opposes unscheduled 
steroids testing, naturally, as it does all ran- 
dom drug testing. It has a valid concern. 
There's a question about the NFL's testing 
standards. But that’s easy enough to correct 
by following accepted guidelines. 

if that’s done, the union has no good rea- 
son to fight unscheduled tests. In fact, it has 
an obligation to insist on them. One of the 
worst working conditions for most of the un- 
ion’s members is that some of them use 
steroids and the rest are tempted. 

Hampton said he is “‘ecstatic’’ that the 
league outlawed steroids for even the short 
period they couldn’t be used without detec- 
tion. “I can tell the difference in players al- 
ready,” he said. ‘‘The walloping I've felt in 
years past is not as great this year.” 

It would be a shame if the walloping came 
back. But unless unscheduled tests are part 
of the regular season, steroids will be. 
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Bears’ 1988 Season Statistics 
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Douglass has no guarantees 


The Bears say they believe Mo Douglass 
when he said he used anabolic steroids 
without knowing it. lf that’s the case, they 
owe him a chance to make a comeback with 
the team. 

He'll be back in time to play against 
Philadelphia on Oct. 2 as long as he tests 
clear of steroids. He can’t play until he does. 

But Douglass has no such guarantee. 


TERRY BANNON as 


‘We'll have to wait four weeks and see 
where we are,’ Bears coach Mike Ditka said. 
‘It depends on who we keep and how we're 
doing.” ; 

Douglass probably would have been the 
Bears’ fifth defensive back had he not been 
suspended. He would have been the nickel 
back, meaning he was to cover the inside 
receiver in third-down situations. 

Although he’s a safety by trade, he can 
also play cornerback. ‘‘He’s played free 
safety, cornerback and strong safety for us 
and done well,” Ditka said. 

Douglass said he took medication for a 
broken wrist he was playing with at the end 
of last season. However, he was ad- 
ministered the drug by someone he trusted 
outside the Bears’ organization. 

Here is the defense Douglass offered: 

“I've never to my knowledge taken an 
anabolic steroid. The guy who administered 
it to me told me it was something to make 
me heal my wrist, that | had a slight break 
in it during the season. | haven't had any- 
thing since the end of January. | thought it 
would be out of my system and | didn’t think 
it was an anabolic steroid as far as an en- 
hancer, as far as my performance, because 
| hadn't gotten any bigger of any strength 
or any speed from it. 

“I've never been on them in my life. | 
didn’t have any use for it then and | have no 
use for it now. This is really a shock to me.” 


Douglass makes expensive mistake 


Ditka said he believed Douglass’ story. 
“Some mistakes can be forgotten and 
some are very expensive,’ Ditka said. “This 
one is very expensive for Mo, | believe it’s 
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an innocent thing. | don’t believe he did it 
to build endurance, stamina or strength. | be- 
lieve he made a mistake on somebody else’s 
advice.” 

If that’s the case, Douglass deserves a se- 
cond chance. The Bears’ history of dealing 
with drug problems is brief but clear. 

Last year, backup fullback Calvin Thomas 
didn’t get a chance to come back from a 
drug suspension. When he was reinstated 
by the NFL, he was promptly traded to Den- 
ver. The Bears received a low, conditional 
draft choice. Thomas did little for the Bron- 
cos, but he did enough for the Bears to get 
the pick. But before this year’s draft, the 
Bears gave the pick back. 

So they got nothing for Thomas. That me- 
ans, in effect, they cut him. 

Douglass’ future may depend on how well 


the Bears do without him. Lemuel Stinson 
took his place as the strong safety in the 
nickel. 

“| have to continue to work harder,” Stin- 
son said. “There are a lot of great receivers 
who line up opposite that spot (in the 
nickel).”’ 

“Stinson had a good training camp,” 
defensive coordinator Vince Tobin said. ‘‘l 
believe he’s going to be a good football play- 
er for us.” 


Mo may or may not be back 


Tobin is not in a position to make Douglass 
any promises, either. The Bears aren’t about 
to cut someone who's contributing just to 
make room for Douglass. 

“Certainly there’s a chance Mo Douglass 


won't be here,” he said. “‘There’s a chance 
he will be, also.” 

Player personnel vice president Bill Tobin 
said, “Every case is handled on an individual 
basis.”’ 

The Bears pride themselves on avoiding 
drug problems. But they were one of only 
eight teams to lose players to steroid sus- 
pensions. 

“We hope we do (stay away from such 
players). But how do you know, really?’’ Bill 
Tobin said. ‘Steroids are something that has 
been in college ranks for several years and 
it’s even in high schools. We’re not naive 
enough to think that because you’re a pro 
football player,’ you’re completely off 
steroids. You try to steer clear of people us- 
ing steroids or other drugs, but nothing is ab- 
solute.” 
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Is the first game of the 


DEFENSIVE END TRACE ARMSTRONG 
— “This will be my first opportunity to play 
an official game in the NEL, I'll be real ex- 
cited about it. It'll be realizing 23 years of 
dreams and hard work. Ever since I’ve been 
a little kid this is all I’ve ever wanted to do. 
So | have a heck of an opportunity. Not many 
people can say that they’re doing what 
they’ve always wanted to do. 

“In college, too, it was exciting. It was a 
big game and | was real nervous. But | would 
say it was a little bit different because at the 
college level | would say | was a lot more un- 
sure of myself than | am at this level.’’ 


DEFENSIVE END RICHARD DENT — 
“It's'a special game because it’s the first 
one. You can’t afford to drop the first one. 
The longer it takes you to win the harder it 
is mentally for a team to get ready. You be- 
gin to get in a race and you need to get the 
feeling of winning. We know what it’s like, 
so you have to be willing to put forth right 
away. 

“The first one you have to have in order 
to start to snowball. If you can’t get your first 
one, you're stuck out in the cold. We haven't 
lost the first one in quite awhile, so that’s the 
start to a good season. It’s not that you can’t 


Question of the Week 


season special to you? 


go good after losing, but ! don’t want to lose 
the first game.” 

GUARD TOM THAYER — “The games 
start counting, the people are watching, and 
it’s the road. Everybody talks about the road 
to the Super Bowl. When they start count- 
ing, it’s it. It’s everything you're paid for, it’s 
everything you play for. Especially if you start 
off the year beating one of the Super Bowl 
teams, that’s a shot in the arm. That's like 
getting vitamin B-12 for the next 15 games. 
If you can stop a team like Cincinnati and 
score some points on them, | think it gives 
you a boost going into the second week 


against Minnesota. And that’s what we 
need.” 


RUNNING BACK NEAL ANDERSON — 
‘think it carries a little more weight because 
sometimes it can set the tempo for the rest 
of the season, depending on how you play 
— not just whether you win or not, but de- 
pending on how you play. You might not win 
every opener, but | think it's a very impor- 
tant game. 

“And you know you can't say, ‘Well, we're 
getting ready. We'll be there when it counts.’ 


, You know now they all count.” 


Trace Armstrong 


Richard Dent 


Tom Thayer 


Neal Anderson 


Honey Bear 
Express 
We Deliver Teddy Bears. 


MORELLI’S 
PIZZA 


Pizza e Salads 
Oven Baked 


The MAUI MARRIOTT offers you the ultimate 
Hawaiian experience for just $89 per night per 
person, double occupancy, pace a National 
Rental Car. Come bask in the casual 

AAA Four-Diamond resort. Enjoy golf, tennis, shops, 
water sports, and unforgettable dining. It’s all at the 
Maui Marriott. Just $89, car included. 


elegance of this 


USA’s BEST 
WHITE WATER 
2 night package includes 
air, hotel, rental car & 1 
day raft trip on the New 


Moose «Bear>Waterfow! 
Hunt N.W. Manitoba 
500 Square Miles of Hunting 
Region. Spring, Fall, Trophy 

Hunts, Fly-in Wilderness Regions, 

Top Quality, Fully Guided Rifle or 

Bow-Licensed Ouifitter. 


Balloon Bouquets. 
Custom Baskets With 
Fruit and Other Goodies 


Sandwiches 

We Deliver! 

Open 7 Days 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


808-885-6100 


Parker Ranch 
Shopping Center 
KAMUELA, HAWAII 


Mention Chicago Bear Report 


(With Teddy Bear). Major 
Credit Cards Accepted. 


602-325-4969 
Fax 602-326-8314 


3345 E. Speedway Blvd. 
TUCSON, ARIZONA 


Mention Bear Report 


100 Nohea Kai Drive 


Maui Mareiott 
p——ounamuruses oF 806-667-1200 


OWN FLORIDA PROPERTIES 


For Little DP. . .No Credit Checks... 


No Job Verification. .. We Finance. . . 


Hurry... Call Today. Ray 
(301) 762-4237, Ext. 2 


Lahania, Maui, Hawaii 96767 
Call toll-free 800-228-9290 


or Gauley River, W.V. 
packages from $269. 
Contact 


THE RIVERMEN 


P.O. Box 360 
FAYETTEVILLE 
WEST VIRGINIA 25840 


1-800-422-RAFT 
Mention The Bears! 
Look for our exhibit at the 


Chicagoland Sport Fishing, 
Travel and Outdoor Show 
Jan. 26th-Feb. 4th 


Q’Hare Expo Center 


Tonapah Loage, Lid. 


Box 42 
Cranberry Prtg,, Manitoba, Canada ROB OHO 
1-(204)-472-3372 or 472-3460 


Booking Now For 1990 
jon The Bears 


FLORIDA 
ACONDO CARE VACATION 
Orlando, 1, 2'& 3 bedroom 
condos fully equipped with 
complete kitchen, pool & lake 
with fishing dock. 20 minutes to 
Disney/Epcot/MGM. From 
$380/week. Sept. thru Nov. 10% 
senior citizen discount. Monthly 
rates available. 

Toll Free 1-800-633-9474 


Or 407-851-4839 
Mention The Bears! 


fe 
hackneys 


We've built our reputation on family dining, casual 


Mention The Bears! 


SPORTS WEAR BY 


Styles of 
BON | “089 


TON Prices of 


GAMEKEEPERS 
CHICAGOS 
FREMIERE 

SPORTS. BAR’ 


SPORTS SMES(CS TOD : ra 19 70! | d the famous super-size Hackneyburger 
* a a's elegance an mous super-size 
COMING SOON BIG TEN FOOTBALL BON TON plus fast service not fast food. From sandwiches 
345 W. Armitage, Chicago, Illinois 312-549-0400 2929 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL and salads to steaks and daily specials. 
312-935-0027 


Hackney’s on Lake 7 


Lake Avenue (East of Waukegan Rd.) 
GLENVIEW, ILLINOIS 


312-724-7171 


STORE HOURS 10 a.m. to9 p.m. 
Sunday 12p.m.to6p.m. 
Mention The Bears! 


¢PHONESePHONES*PHONES 


unider $ 
CP 1050 MOBILE 495 
CELLULAR TELEPHONE 
¢ Hands Free ° 30 Number Memory 
© 3 Year Warrantee © Cellular One Service 


® Glass Mount Antenna 
® Free Installation 


DUCK HUNTING 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
PRICE'S DUCK AND 
GOOSE CLUB 
Mississippi\Fiyway — at Price's 
Duck Ciub. Located 170 miles 


from Chicago nextto the illinois 
River — Banner Marsh area. 


Start feeling good 
about your body... 


Biers time 1 oe [ern erewed, or re dolmg eoeribing arw. 


4 for $4 
This coupon entitles you to four FREE Jazzercise 
classes with the purchase of four classes (prices from 


WON iT, 


We also carry a large selection of = 3 2 3 
Cellular phones from afl the top manufacturers. ee LIVIA $2.25/class). Offer expires 01/31/90. This offer for 89 Season Memberships Only 
oe eo eo ’ new students at participating franchises only. Not DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS 
Mobi le Hi yo good with any other offer. No contracts. No fancy Blinds, Pit, Decoys, Picker, Boats 
equipment. No competition. Jazzercise isn’t the ~ Galt Now 


latest in fads. It’s the latest in fun. Over 400 classes 


6300 N. Lincoln Ave. Two Locati 
Chicago, Illinois To Serve You Franklin Park, ilivois we'll help you in Chicago & Suburbs. Fogaclassnearyou Jjoliey (312) 777-8600 
(312) 463-8080 *Most Cars (312) 455-6166 turn things around. yention The Bear Report! Call (312) 397-7230 815-838-3322 ee a 
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How will the Bears’ QBs rate? 


How important is a quarterback? The 
Bears could find out Sunday in their opener 
against Cincinnati, when Bengals’ quarter- 
back Boomer Esiason comes to Soldier 
Field. 

Esiason was the National Football 
League’s player of the year in 1988, not only 


DON PIERSON 


then 


. 1a => 
for leading the league in passer rating, but 
for quarterbacking the league’s No. 1-ranked 
rushing team and No. 1 offense. 
The sore shoulder that Jimited him in the 


Super Bowl and kept him out of the Pro Bowl 
still is of considerable concern. 


“We have to be careful we don’t re- | 


aggravate it,’ coach Sam Wyche said. 
Esiason refused to cooperate with Sports 
Illustrated last year after the magazine 
referred to him as an ‘‘adequate”’ quarter- 
back. Now, he is a coverboy: 
A No. 2 draft choice in 1984, Esiason al- 
ways has been sensitive about his reputa- 


Bengals’ quarterback Boomer Esiason will have to prove against the Bears 


tion among the elite quarterbacks. He says 
that no longer bothers him. 

“| know where | stand. I’m proud of the 
things I've accomplished. I’m also not hung 
up on being the best. | feel | play for the best 
offense. | played a very important part in the 
offense, but there are 10 guys just as impor- 
tant as | am,” Esiason said. 

“What matters is how the team plays. | 
know where | belong. | know no other quar- 
terback runs a no-huddle offense with a cod- 
ed system. | know no other team in the 
league has an offense as intricate as ours, 
where the quarterback is making offensive 
line calls, wide receiver calls, and running 
back calls.”’ 

Meanwhile, the Bears just chug along with 
their unsung quarterbacks from Ohio State 
and Michigan who don’t have Diet Coke 
commercials, goldilocks, or championships. 


°THE CRIES OF PLAYER “‘vindication”’ 
coming from Dan Dierdorf in ABC’s Monday 
Night booth when the league announced its 
steroid suspensions failed to address some 
points. 

Does the number of suspensions, 13, have 
any relationship whatsoever to the number 
of players who were or still are on steroids? 

Doesn’t it represent 13 especially dumb 
players who got caught despite a four-month 
warning? 

Isn’t unscheduled testing of all players the 
only way to really find out how many use the 
stuff? 

*ANOTHER QUESTION. The NFL said it 


Sunday that his sore shoulder that bothered him in the Super Bow! won’t hurt 


him this season. 


is cracking down on steroids to preserve the 
competitive balance and integrity of the con- 
tests. This makes sense, but does the aver- 
age fan really care if some of the athletes 
are juiced up on steroids and some aren’t? 

Will the knowledge that athletes use drugs 
ever affect attendance or interest? 

if the NFL can sell tickets for scab games 
during player strikes, does anyone really pay 
attention to what they are paying to see? 

Just wondering. 

eGREAT OPENERS: 

The Bears vs. Bengals will not only be a 
study in different quarterback philosophies, 
it will provide the first look of 1989 into rela- 
tive AFC-NFC strength. 

The San Diego Chargers at the Los An- 
geles Raiders. Subtitle: Where The Bears 
Are. Jim McMahon vs. Otis Wilson, Willie 
Gault, Mike Richardson. A meeting of the 
Mike Ditka fan club will follow. 

The Houston Oilers at the Minnesota Vik- 
ings. Another AFC-NFC clash between wild- 
cards who are early Super Bowl favorites. 
Will Houston be any better on the road this 
year? Can Minnesota start fast despite bit- 
ter holdouts? A 

The San Francisco 49ers at the Indianapo- 
lis Colts. The defending world champions be- 
come the first team since the 1968 Green 
Bay Packers to come off a Super Bow! vic- 
tory with a new coach. George Seifert hopes 
the result is better than the 6-7-1 season 
turned in during Phil Bengtson’s first year 
in Green Bay. The Colts get a good early test 


SPIRIT 


FLY! 


OFFICIAL NFL 
CHICAGO BEARS FLAGS 


3’ x 5’ Nylon Silk-Screened 
$45 
Order directly from: 


SPORTFLAG 


division of Flying Colours 
1-800-422-FLAG 


All 28 NEL Flags Available 


for their improved passing game and more 
aggressive defense. 

The New York Giants at the Washington 
Redskins. The Monday Night opener will pro- 
vide an early line on what promises to be 
another tight race in the NFC East Division. 

eTHERE WAS CONCERN IN Cincinnati 
that Ickey Woods’ outstanding rookie sea- 
son would go to Ickey’s head and opponents 
would soon be dancing on his chest. But 
Woods showed up for training camp early, 
albeit slightly overweight, to get ready for his 
sophomore season. 

“His head has always been straight,”’ 
coach Sam Wyche said. ‘‘We wanted to 
make the point that people will be piaying 
him a little differently, They will know he’s 
a good player and work harder to stop him. 

“| could see him starting to get the fever 
again during the first three days. You can 
spot the extra run he makes after he breaks 
through the line of scrimmage. After prac- 
tice, he runs gassers on his own to get in 
condition. Those are the kind of clues that 
lead you to believe he’s put himself in posi- 
tion to have another good year.” 

But wait! After gaining 55 yards on 24 car- 
ries through the first three preseason games, 
Woods was criticized by Wyche: 

“Ickey definitely does not look like the 
player he was last year when he should have 
been in the Pro Bowl. He’s not picking the 
right holes, not cutting back, and not putting 
his head down and exploding into people 
when there’s nowhere else to go.”’ 


es 


800 443 4196 
SECTION ROW SEAT 


R & NSPORTS 
YOUR TICKET TO OFFICIALLY 
LICENSED BEAR WEAR & MORE! 


; A JOfhicially 
‘na Licensed 
NTE Product 


7 STARTER. 


NFL JACKETS $85 PARKAS $95 
WINDBREAKERS $38 HVY.WT. TEES $14 
SWEATSHIRTS $25 ACTION JERSEYS $55 


CLIFF ENGLE SWEATERS $42 
NFL CAPS WOOL $17 CORD $12 
DELONG AWARD MELTON JACKETS $200 


AND MORE! 


CUBS APPAREL! 


MLB STARTER JACKETS $80 
WINDBREAKERS $38 NEW ERACAPS $18 
B/P JERSEYS $35 GAME JERSEYS $80 


WE OFFER A COMPLETE LINE OF 
LICENSED APPAREL FORALL 
NFLAND MLB TEAMS! 


R & NSPORTS 
10 SOUTH HAVANA #103 
AURORA, COLORADO 80012 


1-800-443-4196 


PLEASE ADD $5 
SHIP & HANDL 


CATALOG $1 
FREE WITH ORDER 
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Trade was best for McMahon 


To the editor, 

-When we heard Jim McMahon got traded 
we were stunned to even think Mike Ditka 
would actually trade him (even though there 
had been rumors of the trade), especially 
when it is his last year of his contract. But 
we think it is for the best because now Jim 
gets to shape up another team. 

There has been talk that Ditka traded him 
because of his injuries. For whatever the rea- 
sons were, it was probably for the best. Jim, 
we wish you the best of luck with your new 
team. 

P.S. — Could you tell us Jim’s address so 
we can write to him? 

Stacey and Jodi VanStee 
Alto, MI 

Editor’s note — You can write to McMa- 
hon at this address; c/o San Diego Chargers, 
Jack Murphy Stadium, 9449 Friars Road, San 
Diego, CA, 92708. 


Trade was the right thing 


To the editor, 

|, like all Bear fans, live and die with the 
Bears weekly. The McMahon trade was the 
correct and wise thing to do. The Bears al- 
ready lost the ‘‘Great Jim McMahon” — his 
greatness is all history in 1989. 

I'd like to see Jim Harbaugh learn, as Mike 
Tomezak had to, to not look at his target all 
the way down the field. Harbaugh is the 
Bears’ future. Tomczak is going to be okay 
— a leader, a winner. 

The new young players and rookies are 
promising. We can’t wait for the season to 
Start. 

I'd also like to see (with apologies to a 
great coach, Johnny Roland) Walter Payton 
coaching the running backs. Teaching them 
his punishing style, hitting the linebacker, in- 
stead of waiting to be knocked off his feet. 

Good luck to Mike Ditka, who coaches the 

~ way he played. He brought back the Mon- 
sters of the Midway. 

Ben Walker 

Park Forest, IL 


McMahon not alone 


To the editor, 

Even Namath and Unitas got traded. Jim 
McMahon will always be remembered as a 
champion, a Chicago Bear champion. He 
took us al! on a wild ride to the top of the 
NEL. Along with Walter, Butkus and Sayers 
and the whole ’85 team, Mad Mac will always 
be a Chicago Bear. 

P.S. — Could any fellow Bear fan help me 
out? | desperately need two team photos of 
last year’s team. 

Rick Conti 
95 Otis St. 
Medford, Mass. 02155 


McMahon can’t be replaced 


To the editor, 

Way to go, Ditka. You just gave up the 
best quarterback you ever had. What are the 
Chicago Bears without Jim McMahon? He’s 
been with the Bears for eight years, and in 
those-eight years he’s shown more leader- 
ship, determination, style and guts than 
Tomezak or Harbaugh could ever even 
dream of having. 

Maybe you should put away your ego and 
think about what would be best for the team. 
But | guess it’s a little late for that now. 

Maybe Jim McMahon was too good of a 
quarterback for the Bears, anyway. I’m sure 
San Diego will make a big hit with your mis- 
take. Good luck trying to find something that 
can't be replaced. 

Jessica Welein 
Mondovi, WI 
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Trade is best thing for Bears 


To the editor, 

When | heard about the Jim McMahon 
trade, | was stunned. | did not know what to 
say. But thinking back | think the trade was 
best for the whole Chicago Bear system. 

| happened to be up in La Crosse, Wis. to 
see the Bears practice. McMahon, Tomezak 
and Harbaugh, who has really improved, all 
looked good. But | think it was Mike Tomc- 
zak’s job to lose. And | think Ditka was look- 
ing for a reason to start Tomezak over 
McMahon. And if Ditka would have done that 
there would have been termoil on the 
sidelines. 

| really think McMahon only has a couple 
years left in him, anyway. 

| think this will help the Bears a lot, giving 
them more young talent for next year and 
giving the Chargers the leadership they have 
deeply missed since the Fouts days. | think 
we have nothing to worry about. Tomezak 
will do a great job. 

Tim Janssen 
Aplington, IA 


Bring McMahon back 


To the editor, 

it wasn’t until three and a half years ago 
that | became interested in football. | agreed 
to go with my husband and a group of peo- 
ple to a bar to watch the Bear-Viking game. 
The camera kept flashing on McMahon. Fi- 
nally | asked who that was. Someone said, 
“Oh, that’s Chicago's cocky quarterback, 
Jim McMahon.” 

As the game went on | became more in- 
terested in him and his Bears. |’'m now a 
Bear fan and love football. My husband can’t 
believe it. 

But now McMahon is gone. | can't believe 
it. | feel like | should be wearing black. | al- 
ways said if McMahon should leave |’d still 
follow the Bears. But! feel empty. The Bears 
aren't going to be the same in popularity. 
McMahon added a spark. 

Everyone is already talking about McMa- 
hon and the Chargers. | could hardly wait un- 
til the sports came on to hear the results of 
the Bear-Charger game. Yes, deep inside | 
was glad the Chargers won. 

I'm sitting with the Bear Report every 
month, a hotel package for the Bear-Viking 
game Sept. 17, tickets to see the Bear-Viking 
game Dec. 3 and I’m not as happy or excit- 
ed anymore. | want to fly to Seattle to visit 
my sister, who has season tickets for the 
Seahawks, to see them play the Chargers. 

Bring McMahon back! 

Carol Isaak 
Newport, MN 


Bears headed toward 
worst season under Ditka 


To the editor, 

| am now entering my 21st season as a 
loyal Bear fan. It’s also my eighth year as 
a subscriber to the Bear Report. I've been 
through many losing seasons, |’ve witnessed 
the greatest running back of all time in 
Sweetness, and I’ve had the ultimate taste 
of victory. r 

This season hasn't even started yet, and 
already | fee! the Bears are headed toward 
their worst season since Coach Ditka’s ar- 
rival. The trading of Jim McMahon to San 
Diego has all but ended this season for me. 
The Bears haven’t ever had a quarterback 
like Jim and probably never will again. He 
gave me that ultimate taste of victory | had 
mentioned. Sure it was a team effort, but ev- 
ery team needs a leader. He was the spark 
that set the Bears on fire. He made the Bears 
so enjoyable to watch. It is said that Dan 
Marino is the best quarterback. Well, when 


he doesn’t have the best receivers, he’s just 
another quarterback. On the other hand, 
McMahon could make things happen with 
anyone on the field. 

He will be deeply missed by this fan. As 
for Coach Ditka, | get this feeling he thinks 
he can win with anyone. He should put his 
ego on the back burner and think about the 
team, the fans and a full team effort from 
coaches and players. 

| look for the Bears to finish under .500, 
probably 6-10. 

Wally Jimmo 
Miami, FL 


Bears will miss McMahon 


To the editor, 

Today | learned about the trade of Jim 
McMahon to the San Diego Chargers. | was 
very disappointed as | assume most Bears 
fans are. | love Jim and thought when he 
wasn't injured that he was the best bet the 
Bears had for a quarterback. I’m glad we 
have replacements as good as Mike Tomc- 
zak and Jim Harbaugh, but the Bears were 
known for McMahon and | think they're go- 
ing to miss him. 

| was curious about why the Bear Report 
didn't let us know about the chances for a 
trade of McMahon. Last that we were in- 
formed of the chances for a trade was in the 
May 1989 issue. Even during training camp 
there should have been some suspicion of 
the trade. | wish the best of luck to Jim with 
San Diego because even though | am a true 
Bears fan | think Jim js the best. 

Heather Holmes 
Girard, PA 

Editor’s note — Go back and (ook at your 
old issues carefully. The possibility of McMa- 
hon getting traded was mentioned in the 
February, April, May and July issues. It was 
also mentioned that San Diego was the lead- 
ing candidate to trade for McMahon. 

The possibility of a trade wasn't reported 
in the two issues between the July issue and 
when the trade actually happened because 
there were no new developments. And dur- 
ing that time no other publications reported 
any new developments, either. To keep men- 
tioning in those two issues that it was possi- 
ble McMahon could be traded without 
anything new to report would merely have 
been redundant. 


More than 1 starting QB needed 


To the editor, 

Well, Mr. Ditka finally made his move or 
got his way — whichever soothes the mind. 
But let’s face it, he had to. He knew all along 
that ‘‘his’’ man was Mr. Tomezak. Oh, noth- 
ing against Mike at all. In fact, | think he is 
very capable of leading the Bears to another 
Super Bowl someday — but now? 

Why is it other teams, like the Vikings, 
49ers and Redskins, seem to be able to 
have, hold and live with more than one start- 
ing quarterback? In fact, Ditka was at a lux- 
ury — these days you need to have more 
than one guy capable of coming in there dur- 
ing a crucial game situation and getting the 
job done. And nothing against Jim Har- 
baugh, either, but | just don’t think he is quite 
up to par yet. 

Therefore, my question: Why Jim McMa- 
hon, the only quarterback to take the Bears 
to and win a Super Bowl? Why Jim McMa- 
hon, the charismatic guy who at times 
seemed to draw just as much attention away 
from the game as during? 

| don’t think anyone ever doubted his 
character or sincerity to the Bear organiza- 
tion or, above all, his teammates. 

Simply put, Mr. Ditka just couldn't 
stomach the guy because of his attention- 
getting prowess. Ditka did not like Jim’s suc- 
cess off the field and they simply couldn't get 


along. 

! wish good luck to Jim, the Chargers foot- 
ball team and Sar Diego fans. But most of 
all, | wish good luck to Chicago, the Bears 
and Mr. Ditka. They're going to need it. 

P.S. | am interested in starting a club or 
organization of Southern Californians wha 
follow the Bears loyally, or, if one already ex- 
ists, where | and a few of my friends at work 
can join. 

If you know of any in the Southern Califor- 
nia area or could have people write to me 
in order to get one started, | would appreci- 
ate it. 

Thomas L. Dant 
14796 Mountain High Dr 
Fontana, CA 92335 


Ditka should know about 
heart problems 


To the editor, 

Ditka should have first consulted his cardi- 
ologist prior to trading McMahon, as | believe 
the good doctor would have informed Ditka 
that if you remove the heart, all the other vi- 
tal signs cease. 

San Diego proved it: 24-7. Houston, Min- 
nesota, Washington and San Francisco are 
already looking past the Bears. Green Bay 
figures to take two, and Tampa Bay will fi- 
nally win one against the Bears. 

Buddy Ryan must have jumped for joy. 
Next year the deal would have made good 
cents — this year it was poor sense. 

McMahon would have been the difference 
in four or five victories, which will now be 
losses. Forget the playoffs, we can only hope 
for an 8-8 record and maybe as bad:as 6-10. 

Donald J. Frehe 
Chicago 


McMahon won’t be forgotten 


To the editor, 
it's a sad day today — Jim’McMahon was 
traded. 
| want to thank him for many things — his 
leadership, his athletic ability, his wit, his 
honesty, his electrifying personality, but most 
of all for being our quarterback for the past 
seven years. He gave it all and then some. 
| loved him for who he was and what he 
brought to the Bear organization. i hope he 
never changes. He may be gone but he'll 
never be forgotten. 
Linda Mejdrich 
Woodridge, IL 


McMahon needed for 
his charisma 


To the editor, 

| wish to express my outrage at the irad- 
ing of Jim McMahon by the Bears to the 
Chargers. | have been a Bear fan for 20 
years, traveling from Florida to Soidier Field 
once a year to see a game as well as being 
at Tampa Stadium each year to see them 
play the Bucs. For the past two years | have 
subscribed to your magazine and have read 
many articles regarding the stormy rejation- 
ship between Mike Ditka and McMahon. | 
realize he has not been playing much, but 
his charisma alone made him worth keep- 
ing. Have you ever seen a team so motivat- 
ed by one quarterback? 

My first question is what happens when 
Tomezak gets injured? In comes Harbaugh, 
and the thought of that really frightens me. 
| met George Halas more than 15 years ago. 
and |’m sure this trade would not have hap- 
pened if he were alive. There is no longer 
any quarterback controversy for the Bears, 
and | certainly haven’t abandoned them, but 
lll be watching to see just what Mr. Ditka 
does. 

James C. Pidgeon til 
St Petersburg, FL 
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1989 NFL Schedule 


WEEK 1 
Sunday, Sept. 10 
Cincinnati at Bears, noon 
Dallas at New Orleans, noon 
L.A. Rams at Atlanta, noon 
Phoenix at Detroit, noon 
San Francisco at Indianapolis, noon 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay, noon 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 3 p.m. 
New England at N.Y. Jets, 3 p.m. 
Houston at Minnesota, 3 p.m. 
Buffalo at Miami, 3 p.m. 
Seattle at Philadelphia, 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at Denver, 3 p.m. 
San Diego at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 11 
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Sept. 17 

Dallas at Atlanta, noon 

L.A. Raiders at Kansas City, noon 
Miami at New England, noon 
New Orleans at Green Bay, noon 
N.Y. Jets at Cleveland, noon 
Philadelphia at Washington, noon 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, noon 
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, 3 p.m. i 
Detroit at N.Y. Giants, 3 p.m. 
Minnesota at Bears, 3 p.m. 
Phoenix at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
Houston at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Indianapolis at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 18 

Denver at Buffalo, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Sept. 24 

Atlanta at Indianapolis, noon 
Buffalo at Houston, noon 

Bears at Detroit, noon 

Mianesota at Pittsburgh, noon 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, noon 
Phoenix at N.Y. Giants, noon 

San Francisco at Philadelphia, noon 
Seattle at New England, noon 
Washington at Dallas, noon 
Green Bay at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 3.p.m. 

L.A. Raiders at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 25 

Cleveland at Cincinnati, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Oct. 1 

Atlanta vs. Green Bay at Milw., noon 
Cincinnati at Kansas City, noon 
Denver at Cleveland, noon 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Miami at Houston, noon 

New England at Buffalo, noon 
Washington at New Orleans, noon 
Pittsburgh at Detroit, noon 

Tampa Bay at Minnesota, noon 

San Diego at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
Seattle at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 

N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 3 p.m. 

L.A. Rams at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 2 

Philadelphia at Bears, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Oct. 8 

Buffalo at indianapolis, noon 
Bears at Tampa Bay, noon 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, noon 
Cleveland at Miami, noon 

Dallas at Green Bay, noon 
Detroit at Minnesota, noon 
Houston at New England, noon 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, noon 
Phoenix at Washington, 3 p.m. 
San Diego at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
New Orleans at San Francisco,'3 p.m. 
Atlanta at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 9 

L.A. Raiders at N.Y. Jets, 8 p.m. 


Week 6 
Sunday, Oct. 15 
Detroit at Tampa Bay, noon 
Green Bay at Minnesota, noon 
Houston at Bears, noon 
Miami at Cincinnati, noon 
New England at Atlanta, noon 
Washington at N.Y. Giants, noon 
San Francisco at Dallas, noon 
Seattle at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans, 3 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 16 
L.A. Rams at Buffalo, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Oct. 22 

Dallas at Kansas City, noon 
Green Bay at Miami, noon 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati, noon 
L.A. Raiders at Philadelphia, noon 
Minnesota at Detroit, noon 

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, noon 
Pittsburgh at Houston, noon 
Tampa Bay at Washington, noon 


New England at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 


Atlanta at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 

Denver at Seattle, 3 p.m. 

New Orleans at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 23 

Bears at Cleveland, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Oct. 29 

Atlanta at New Orleans, noon 
Detroit vs. Green Bay at Milw., noon 
Houston at Cleveland, noon 
Kansas City at Pittsburgh, noon 
L.A. Rams at Bears, noon 

Miami at Buffalo, noon 

New England at Indianapolis, noon 
Phoenix at Dallas, noon 

Tampa Bay at Cincinnati, noon 
San Francisco at N.Y. Jets, 3 p.m. 
Washington at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Denver, 3 p.m. 

San Diego at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 30 

Minnesota at N.Y. Giants, 8 p.m. 


Week 9 
Sunday, Nov. 5 
Buffalo at Atlanta, noon 
Bears at Green Bay, noon 
Cleveland at Tampa Bay, noon 
Detroit at Houston, noon 
Indianapolis at Miami, noon 
L.A. Rams at Minnesota, noon 
N.Y. Jets at New England, noon 
Seattle at Kansas City, noon 
Cincinnati at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
Philadelphia at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Dallas at Washington, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 6 
San Francisco at New Orleans, 8 p.m. 


Week 10 


Sunday, Nov. 12 

Bears at Pittsburgh, noon 

Denver at Kansas City, noon 
Green Bay at Detroit, noon 
Indianapolis at Buffalo, noon 
Miami at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, noon 
New Orleans at New England, noon 
Washington at Philadelphia, noon 
Atlanta at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 
Cleveland at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
Dallas at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 

N.Y. Giants at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders at San Diego, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 13 

Cincinnati at Houston, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Nov. 19 

Buffalo at New England, noon 
Detroit at Cincinnati, noon 
Kansas City at Cleveland, noon 
Miami at Dallas, noon 
Minnesota at Philadelphia, noon 
New Orleans at Atlanta, noon 
San Diego at Pittsburgh, noon 
Tampa Bay at Bears, noon 
Phoenix at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders at Houston, 3 p.m. 
Seattle at N.Y. Giants, 3 p.m. 
Green Bay at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 20 

Denver at Washington, 8 p.m. 


x 
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PRE-SEASON 


Mon., Aug. 14 at Miami 


Sat., Aug. 19 San Diego ...... 


Sun., Aug. 27 Kansas City 
Sat., Sept. 2 at L.A. Raiders 


Bears 28, Miami 20 


Peat ........ San Diego 24, Bears 7 


...... Kansas City 22, Bears 17 
Bears 41, Los Angeles Raiders 38 


REGULAR SEASON 


Sun., Sept. 10 Cincinnati . 
Sun., Sept. 17 Minnesota 
Sun., Sept. 24 at Detroit 
Mon., Oct. 2 Philadelphia 
Sun., Oct. 8 at Tampa 
Sun., Oct. 15 Houston 
Mon., Oct. 23 at Cleveland 
Sun., Oct. 29 L.A. Rams 
Sun., Nov. 5 at Green Bay 
Sun., Nov. 12 at Pittsburgh 
Sun., Nov. 19 Tampa 
Sun., Nov. 26 at Washington 
Sun., Dec. 3 at Minnesota 
Sun., Dec. 10 Detroit 

Sun., Dec. 17 Green Bay 


Sun., Dec. 24 at San Francisco 


Week 12 
Thursday, Nov. 23 
Cleveland at Detroit, 11:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Dallas, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 26 
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Cincinnati at Buffalo, noon 
Houston at Kansas City, noon 
Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milw., noon 
Pittsburgh at Miami, noon 
San Diego at Indianapolis, noon 
Seattle at Denver, 3 p.m. 
New England at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
Bears at Washington, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Rams at New Orleans, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 27 
N.Y. Giants at San Francisco, 8 p.m. 
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Sunday, Dec. 3 

Cincinnati at Cleveland, noon 
Green Bay at Tampa Bay, noon 
Houston at Pittsburgh, noon 
Indianapolis at New England, noon 
L.A. Rams at Dallas, noon 

Miami at Kansas City, noon 

New Orleans at Detroit, noon 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, noon 
San Francisco at Atlanta, noon 
Washington at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Bears at Minnesota, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 4 

Buffalo at Seattle, 8 p.m. 


Week 14 


Sunday, Dec. 10 

Atlanta at Minnesota, noon 
Dallas at Philadelphia, noon 
Detroit at Bears, noon 

Kansas City at Green Bay, noon 
New Orleans at Buffalo, noon 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Jets, noon 
San Diego at Washington, noon 
Seattle at Cincinnati, noon 
Tampa Bay at Houston, noon 
Cleveland at Indianapolis, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Phoenix at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
New England at Miami, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 11 

San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 8 p.m. 


ae | Week!15 are 15 


Saturday, Dec. 16 

Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 11:30 a.m. 
Denver at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 17 

Green Bay at Bears, noon 
Houston at Cincinnati, noon 
Miami at Indianapolis, noon 
Minnesota at Cleveland, noon 
New England at Pittsburgh, noon 
San Diego at Kansas City, noon 
Tampa Bay at Detroit, noon 
Washington at Atlanta, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
Buffalo at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders at Seattle, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 18 

Philadelphia at New Orleans, 8 p.m. 


Week 16 


Saturday, Dec. 23 . 
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 11:30 a.m. 
Washington at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
Cleveland at Houston, 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 24 

Detroit at Atlanta, noon 

Green Bay at Dallas, noon 
Indianapolis at New Orleans, noon 
Kansas City at Miami, noon 

L.A. Raiders at N.Y. Giants, noon 
L.A. Rams at New England, noon 
Phoenix at Philadelphia, noon 
Pittsburgh at Tampa Bay, noon 
Bears at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 
Denver at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 25 

Cincinnati at Minnesota, 8 p.m. 
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STOP A MOMENT ... DON’T PASS UP THIS FREE, 


NO OBLIGATION OFFER 


YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, THE CHICAGO BEARS, 
STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


Yes, ’88 was another exciting year . .. with 
the Bears repeating as NFC entral 
Division Champions for the fifth straight 
year (compiling the best winning 
percentage in the NFL during that same 
period) only to find themselves again, a few 
steps short of the Super Bowl . . . and this 
off-season like the past couple promises to 
be an interesting one. 


We all know Coach Ditka was unhappy with 
the ending of the past three seasons and 
that he won’t be happy until the Bears 
return to the Super Bow! to battle for the 
World Championship. 


Many pre-season pollsters feel the Bears 
are odds-on favorites to be in Super Bowl 
XXIV .. . and we know that you won’t want 
to miss any of the ’89 action . . and when 
yoy on ret with a subscription to BEAR 
WON: WE CAN GUARANTEE YOU 


a obi critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid inthe NFL .. . let us prove it to you. 
Sign up today and we will send you TWO 


FREE, NO OBLIGATION ISSUES. That’s 
right we’re that confident. We will deliver to 
you the inside story on the players, 
coaches, front office and the entire NFL . 
plus stats, standings, scouting reports, key 
match-ups and predictions of the winners 
on the weekly schedule. In addition, you will 
receive a BONUS, featuring a full-color 
Ss poster of your favorite 

players 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Accept your first two issues absolutely 
FREE at no obligation. Subscribe today and 
we will enter your name as a subscriber for 
26 more issues, that’s 28 in all, at the low 
price of $24.95. That’s a savings of over $25 
off the regular newsstand price. 


Examine your Free issues carefully. If ey 
don’t deliver what we promised, simply 
write us and we will refund the subscription 
price. Or if you asked to be “Billed Later,” 
just write cancel on the invoice we mail 
u...either way you keep the TWO FREE 
SSUES. 
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YES! ] Sign me up to BEAR 

[] REPORT for 26 issues ... 
and send me my TWO FREE COPIES. 

! understand | may cancel by simply writing 


“Cancel” on the invoice, and | can keep the TWO 
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FREE ISSUES. | will receive 28 issues in all, 
weekly during the pre-season and regular season 1 
and monthly in the off-season. 
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